BUXTON  HEATH  WILDLIFE  GROUP

The latest news from the heath!       Issue 62       Dated 13.01.01

No. 616    Sat. 06.05.00        A nice sunny day.

Colin Thompson, Phil Davison, Kevin Lewis, Debbie Jackson, Len Wise, Christian Röttger, Hamish Dublon, Michelle Margot, Veronica Fish, & Colin Penny = 10.

Today we had Veronique Van Haesebroeck and partner Guido Vittiglio visiting the site, our good friends from Antwerp University, Belgium. In a "packed programme" they took water level readings, water samples, and I helped Guido to fit an extension to piezo 5.2. This tube had been seeping water through a small hole due to higher water levels, and the seepage probably resulted in some not entirely accurate readings.

Whilst all this was going on, most Group members spent the day studying and logging species.

Birds:  Turtle Dove  Streptopelia turtur,  Willow Warbler  Phylloscopus trochilus,  Chiffchaff  P. collybita,  Woodlark  Lullula arborea,  Great Tit  Parus major,  Garden Warbler  Sylvia borin,  Fieldfare  Turdus pilaris,  Heron  Ardea cinerea - overflight.

Butterflies:  Brimstone  Gonepteryx rhamni,  Green-veined White  Artogeia napi,  Speckled Wood  Pararge aegeria,  Orange Tip  Anthocharis cardamines - males and females,  Peacock  Inachis io.

Moths:  Drinker  Philudoria potatoria - caterpillar.

Coleoptera:  Burying Beetle Silpha atrata - a snail predator,  Olive Willow Beetle  ???,  Green Tiger Beetle  Cicindela campestris - several seen,  Sexton Beetle  Nicrophorus sp.
Orthoptera:  Common Groundhopper  Tetrix undulata, Slender Groundhopper  T. subulata.

Odonata:  Large Red Damselfly  Pyrrhosoma nymphula,  Broad-bodied Chaser  Libellula depressa - female seen.

Hymenoptera:  Sand Digger Wasp Ammophila sabulosa.

Diptera:  Cranefly  Pedizia rivosa.

Class Diplopoda:  Millipede  - ????

Herptiles:  Adder  Vipera berus - 3 seen, Southern Heath,  Grass Snake  Natrix natrix,  Common Lizard  Lacerta vivipara,  Slow-worm  Anguis fragilis, Common Frog  Rana temporaria.

In flower:  Lady's Smock  Cardamine pratensis,  Marsh Marigold  Caltha palustris,  Marsh Valerian  Valeriana dioica,  Tormentil  Potentilla erecta, Ragged Robin  Lychnis flos-cuculi,  Bogbean Menyanthes trifoliata,  Early or Southern Marsh Orchid  Dactylorhiza sp.

Not in flower:  Twayblade  Listera ovata - buds.

