BUXTON  HEATH  WILDLIFE  GROUP

The latest news from the heath!       Issue 61       Dated 13.01.01

No 615    Sat. 29.04.99        Mainly sunny, if a little cool.

Colin Thompson, Phil Davison, Len Wise, Christian Röttger, John Harrison, Tracey Hobbs, Nathalie Kausch, Veronica Fish, Doug Arkell, & Colin Penny = 10.

We staged a study day, and also carried out acidity / alkalinity tests of the water at various parts of the mire - see photographs in Album 76.

Birds:  Willow Warbler  Phylloscopus trochilus,  Chiffchaff  P. collybita,  Mistle Thrush  Turdus viscivorus,  Jay  Garrulus glandarius.

Butterflies:  Peacock  Inachis io,  Green-veined White  Artogeia napi, Orange Tip  Anthocharis cardamines - males seen,  Speckled Wood  Pararge aegeria.

Moths:  Drinker  Philudoria potatoria - caterpillar.

Coleoptera:  "Stippled" Beetle ??  Green Tiger Beetle  Cicindela campestris,  Green Tortoise Beetle  Cassida viridis,  Rove Beetle  ?? - 6 yellow spots.

Hymenoptera:  Spider-hunting Wasp  Anoplius sp.  ???

Mecoptera:  Scorpion Fly  Panorpa communis - female.

Plecoptera:  Stonefly  ????

Neuroptera:  Alder Fly  Sialis lutaria (or similar species).

Diptera:  Cranefly  Pedizia rivosa.

Crustacea:  Freshwater Shrimp  Gammarus pulex - seen swimming in "open" mire water, between vegetation clumps.

Herptiles:  Grass Snake  Natrix natrix - a single 2'6" specimen seen, Adder  Vipera berus - 1 male, 1 female,  Common Lizard Lacerta vivipara - in water!

In flower:  Common Milkwort  Polygala vulgaris,  Lady's Smock  Cardamine pratensis,  Petty Whin  Genista anglica,  Marsh Valerian  Valeriana dioica, Marsh Marigold  Caltha palustris,  Willow  Salix sp.
Not in flower:  Round-leaved Sundew  Drosera rotundifolia - leaves,  Marsh Cinquefoil  Potentilla palustris - leaves,  Marsh Lousewort  Pedicularis palustris - leaves,  Spotted Orchid  Dactylorhiza sp. - leaves.

Results of water testing, showing ph value from each location:

Site A)    Near Piezo Station 7                        6.5

Site B)    Spring source                                   7.0

Site C)    Near Piezo Station 4                        7.5

Site D)    North-South scrape                          8.0

Site E)    Water at Stream Arch                       8.0

Site F)    Top of cleared slope                         4.5

Site G)    1/3 down slope                                 6.0

Site H)     2/3 down slope                                7.0

Site  I)     Stream water, W of Alder Wood      8.0

As can be seen from the above results, the upward slope (site F), towards the dry heath is much more acid (lower ph value) than the Valley Mire.

