BUXTON  HEATH  WILDLIFE  GROUP

The latest news from the heath!       Issue 57       Dated 12.01.01

No 601    Sat. 22.01.00        Bright but cold..

Colin Thompson, Dave Bevan, Phil Davison, Christian Röttger, Ellie Owen, Hamish Dublon, Michelle Margot, Jeremy Hayward (Maidstone, Kent), & Colin Penny = 9.

Scrub clearance at top end, west of Spine. On arrival at the site, I ignored my pals when they thought it a bad idea to take the minibus along the wet Southern Track. Result: a minibus stuck in the mud!  It took some time to extricate the vehicle, and I endured plenty of "told you so" remarks!

Birds:  Wren Troglodytes troglodytes,  Great Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocopos major,  Heron  Ardea cinerea - overflight.

Coleoptera:  2-spot Ladybird  Adalia bipunctata - red commas and dots on black.

No. 602    Sat. 29.01.00                Mainly overcast, cold. 

Len Wise, Colin Thompson, Nathalie Kausch, Nikki Lightfoot, Hamish Dublon, Dave Bevan, Michelle Margot, Phil Davison, Tracey Hobbs, Kevin Lewis, Debbie Jackson, Doug Arkell, Don Kernott, & Colin Penny = 14.

More scrub clearance, west of Spine, working down towards the mire.

Birds:  Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus,  Skylark  Alauda arvensis,  Snipe  Gallinago gallinago - 3 seen,  Jack Snipe  Lymnocryptes minimus.

Mammals:  Roe Deer  Capreolus capreolus - western mire, near reed bed.

In flower:  Marsh Marigold  Caltha palustris.

No. 603    Sat. 05.02.00        Mostly sunny.

Len Wise, Colin Thompson, Kevin Lewis, Debbie Jackson, Tracey Hobbs, Christian Röttger, Lucy Boyles, Ellie Owen, Nathalie Kausch, Doug Arkell, Hamish Dublon, Andy Wilkinson, Dave Bevan, Veronica Fish, & Colin Penny = 15.

Scrub clearance at same west-of-Spine site.

Birds:  Snipe  Gallinago gallinago 3 seen,  Skylark  Alauda arvensis,  Pheasant  Phasianus colchicus - female,  Great Tit  Parus major - 2 seen.

Mammals:  Roe Deer  Capreolus capreolus - northern heath,  Harvest Mouse  Micromys minutus - old nest (a grassy ball) found during clearance work - photos in album 73.

Coleoptera:  Minotaur Beetle  Typhaeus typhoeus - Southern Track.

No. 604    Sat. 12.02.00        Mainly sunny but cold.

Colin Thompson, Phil Davison, Lindsay Emerson, Tracey Hobbs, Kevin Lewis, Debbie Jackson, Hamish Dublon, Michelle Margot, Christian Röttger, Doug Arkell, Don Kernott, Veronica Fish, Dave Bevan, Andy Wilkinson, & Colin Penny = 15.

More scrub work, west of the Spine.

No. 605    Sat. 19.02.00       Sunny but cold.

Colin Thompson, Phil Davison, Christian Röttger, Hamish Dublon, Tracey Hobbs, Nathalie Kausch, Doug Arkell, Veronica Fish, Don Kernott,  Margareta Norgren (Sundsvall, Sweden), & Colin Penny = 11.

Scrub work, west of Spine. We welcomed Nathalie's Swedish friend to BHWG. She had caught a bus to Spixworth and waited for me with Colin.

Birds:  Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes,  Robin  Erithacus rubecula.

In flower:  Common Gorse  Ulex europaeus.

