BUXTON  HEATH  WILDLIFE  GROUP

The latest news from the heath!       Issue  56       Dated 11.01.01

No 596    Sat. 11.12.99     Rained from arrival until 1500.

Colin Thompson, Dave Bevan, Phil Davison, Kevin Lewis, Debbie Jackson, Len Wise, Michelle Margot, & Colin Penny = 8.

We welcomed our friends from Antwerp University, Veronique Van Haesebroeck and her partner Guido Vittiglio. It was unfortunate that the weather was so awful. Our visitors joined us in the minibus for our first hot drink of the day. As usual, I took a fairly concise record of photographs of the work carried out by Veronique and Guido, but it was difficult with such persistent rain.

The pair installed updated software in the 2 data loggers, and I helped Guido to pump out water from the tubes. The other Group members cleared the southernmost path.

Len and Phil were presented with certificates and £5 book tokens as two of the recipients of "Heathling of the Year" awards. This was in recognition of them giving up their places a few weeks ago when more "new" people turned up at UEA than could be accommodated on the minibus. 

Birds:  Wren Troglodytes troglodytes,  Meadow Pipit  Anthus pratensis,  Green Woodpecker  Picus viridis,  Yellowhammer  Emberiza citrinella, Goldcrest  Regulus regulus,  Woodcock   Scolopax rusticola - flushed from near reed bed.

Mammals:  Roe Deer  Capreolus capreolus.

No. 597    Sat. 18.12.99    Sunny but cold.

Len Wise, Colin Thompson, Nathalie Kausch, Kevin Lewis, Debbie Jackson, Phil Davison, Christian Röttger, Dave Bevan, Avril Bevan, & Colin Penny = 10.

SCRUB CLEARANCE - EAST OF WOODLAND SPINE

Birds:  Heron  Ardea cinerea - overflight,  Robin  Erithacus rubecula,  Mistle Thrush  Turdus viscivorus,  Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo - overflight, Pheasant  Phasianus colchicus,  Snipe Gallinago gallinago,  Long-tailed Tit  Aegthelos caudatus,  Green Woodpecker  Picus viridis,  Moorhen  Gallinula chloropus - juvenile,  Meadow Pipit  Anthus pratensis. 

No. 598    Sat. 01.01.00   A sunny New Year's afternoon visit.

A visit by the Warden to collect the water readings.

Birds:  Great Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocopos major,  Woodpigeon Columba palumbus,   Long-tailed Tit  Aegithelos caudatus,  Blackbird  Turdus merula - female,  Magpie  Pica pica.

Mammals:  Roe Deer  Capreolus capreolus - running across heather, north of piezo station 7,  Muntjac  Muntiacus reevesi - crossing track into Eastern Boundary Wood.

No. 599    Sat. 08.01.00    Mainly sunny.

Len Wise, Colin Thompson, Kevin Lewis, Debbie Jackson, Phil Davison, Lindsay Emerson, Nathalie Kausch, Kiri Owen, Doug Arkell, Don Kernott, Dave Bevan, & Colin Penny = 12.

We completed our scrub clearance work on the eastern side of the Spine, and then transferred our operation to the western side. Lindsay received her "Heathling of the Year" award for giving up her minibus place last "term".

Birds:  Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus,  Green Woodpecker  Picus viridis,  Jay  Garrulus glandarius,  Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes,  Meadow Pipit  Anthus pratensis,  Woodcock  Scolopax rusticola,  Fieldfare  Turdus pilaris, Yellowhammer  Emberiza citrinella,  Snipe  Gallinago gallinago,  Linnet  Acanthis cannabina,  Goldcrest  Regulus regulus - 2 seen.

No. 600    Sat. 15.01.00     Sunny, cool breeze, 2 short showers.

Len Wise, Colin Thompson, Kevin Lewis, Phil Davison, Lindsay Emerson, Christian Röttger, Hamish Dublon, Michelle Margot, Nathalie Kausch, Doug Arkell, Don Kernott, & Colin Penny = 12.

Continued scrub clearance, west of Spine.

Birds:  Woodpigeon  Columba palumbus,  Mute Swan  Cygnus olor - a pair overflying the mire, Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes,  Meadow Pipit  Anthus pratensis - 5 seen in mire,  Woodcock  Scolopax rusticola - flushed from west of Spine.

