BUXTON  HEATH  WILDLIFE  GROUP

The latest news from the heath!       Issue 55       Dated 11.01.01

No 592    Sat. 13.11.99     Overcast, with occasional drizzle.

Colin Thompson, Dave Bevan, Avril Bevan, Phil Davison, Kevin Lewis, Debbie Jackson, Christian Röttger, Lucy Boyles, Nathalie Kausch, Hamish Dublon, Michelle Margot, Lindsay Emerson, & Colin Penny = 13.

CONTINUATION OF SCRUB CLEARANCE, EAST OF WOODLAND SPINE

I used the brushcutter to cut back encroaching heather, gorse, and bramble from the northern paths.

Birds:  Fieldfare  Turdus pilaris - flock of 12,  Woodcock  Scolopax rusticola, Magpie  Pica pica,  Jay  Garrulus glandarius,  Snipe  Gallinago gallinago, Jack Snipe  Lymnocryptes minimus,  Meadow Pipit  Anthus pratensis.  

Coleoptera:  7-spot Ladybird  Coccinella 7-punctata.

In flower:  Western Gorse  Ulex gallii,  Marsh Marigold  Caltha palustris, Ragged Robin  Lychnis flos-cuculi,  Lesser Spearwort  Ranunculus flammula.

No. 593    Sat. 20.11.99    Early shower, then dry, but overcast.

Colin Thompson, Ilia Osepashvili, Nathalie Kausch, Christian Röttger, Phil Davison, Hamish Dublon, Kevin Lewis, Debbie Jackson, Tracey Hobbs, Dave Bevan, Christine Croton, Julian Hudson, & Colin Penny = 13.

Whilst I cut around the Loop Path with the brushcutter, the Group cleared scrub from near the Loop. It was great to have Christine back from Canada. She was accompanied on this "flying visit" by boyfriend Julian, the first Canadian to visit Buxton Heath (unless anyone knows different !).

Birds:  Crossbill  Loxia curvirostra - 2 seen,  Fieldfare  Turdus pilaris - flock of 20,  Green Woodpecker Picus viridis,  Linnet  Acanthis cannabina, Yellowhammer  Emberiza citrinella,  Pink-footed Goose  Anser brachyrhynchus - flock of 30 overflying,  Heron  Ardea cinerea - overflight, Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo - overflight.

In flower:  Western Gorse  Ulex gallii,  Marsh Marigold  Caltha palustris.

No. 594    Sat. 27.11.99    Clear, sunny, with a stiff breeze.

Len Wise, Colin Thompson, Phil Davison, Christian Röttger, Ilia Osepashvili, Kevin Lewis, Debbie Jackson, Tracey Hobbs, Lindsay Emerson, Hamish Dublon, Michelle Margot, Ellie Owen, Jenny Toms (Glasgow), Elspeth Penny, Pete Burston, Paul Westley, Andy Wilkinson, Dave Bevan, Quentin Muir (short visit), Lucy Boyles, & Colin Penny = 21.

Continued scrub clearance, east of the Woodland Spine. With us today was Paul Westley, a graphic designer who produced the lay-out for Alec Bull's new Flora of Norfolk.

Birds:  Robin  Erithacus rubecula - 2 seen, Snipe Gallinago gallinago,  Woodcock  Scolopax rusticola.

Mammals:  Roe Deer  Capreolus capreolus - near Stream Source.

In flower:  Ragged Robin  Lychnis flos-cuculi.

No. 595    Sat. 04.12.99    Dry until mid-afternoon.

Colin Thompson, Phil Davison, Christian Röttger, Nathalie Kausch, Hamish Dublon, Michelle Margot, Dave Bevan, Avril Bevan, & Colin Penny = 9.

Clearing gorse from eastern end of Loop Path. We met UEA lecturer Erica Towner on site, with a group of mature students from her evening class. Among the group was Veronica Fish (although I did not know this at the time).

Birds:  Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes,  Great Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocopos major,  Green Woodpecker  Picus viridis,  Woodcock  Scolopax rusticola.

