BUXTON  HEATH  WILDLIFE  GROUP

The latest news from the heath!       Issue 54       Dated 10.01.01

No 589    Sat. 23.10.99        Mainly overcast.

Colin Thompson, Dave Bevan, Len Wise, Christian Röttger, Nathalie Kausch, Ilia Osepashvili, Dave Styles, Hamish Dublon, Michelle Margot, Lindsay Emerson, Tracey Hobbs, Anna Lyons, Tris Allinson, Andy Wilkinson, & Colin Penny = 15.

SCRUB CLEARANCE, EAST OF WOODLAND SPINE

Birds:   Fieldfare  turdus pilaris,  Jay  Garrulus glandarius,  Green Woodpecker  Picus viridis,  Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus,  Snipe Gallinago gallinago,  Woodcock  Scolopax rusticola.

Hemiptera:  Green Shield Bug  Palomena prasina.

Coleoptera:  Minotaur Beetle  Typhaeus typhoeus,  Glow-worm  Lampyris noctiluca.

In flower:  Devil's-bit Scabious  Succisa pratensis,  Ragged Robin  Lychnis flos-cuculi,  Lesser Spearwort  Ranunculus flammula,  Tormentil  Potentilla erecta,  Common Cotton Grass  Eriophorum angustifolium,  Western Gorse  Ulex gallii,  Cross-leaved Heath  Erica tetralix.

Fungi:  3 different species to be identified - Album 70 has all three photos.

"Mystery Corner"   A cluster of approximately 14 little cups were found on a branch (probably Oak). They look like they could be moth egg cases. The inside walls are iridescent blue, and the rims are topped with small spikes. The cases were photographed (Album 70) and the twig taken as a specimen.

No. 590    Sat. 30.10.99    A quite sunny day.

Len Wise, Colin Thompson, Kevin Lewis, Debbie Jackson, Babs Watts, Lindsay Emerson, Hamish Dublon, Ilia Osepashvili, Lucy Boyles, Nathalie Kausch, Phil Davison, Julia Robertson (from my workplace), Katherine Trehane, Christian Röttger, Tracey Hobbs, Steve Frantz (from near Washington DC, USA), & Colin Penny = 17.

We continued to clear scrub from the heathland east of the Woodland Spine. Today saw the debut of my new auto-focus camera - its first job? - to capture its owner knee-deep in mud, just north of stream arch !

Birds:  Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita - heard calling!  Lapwing  Vanellus vanellus - overflight,  Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus,  Snipe  Gallinago gallinago, Meadow Pipit  Anthus pratensis.

Butterflies:  Brimstone  Gonepteryx rhamni - male.

Coleoptera:  7-spot Ladybird  Coccinella 7-punctata,  2-spot Ladybird  Adalia bipunctata - black with red markings.
In flower:  Western Gorse  Ulex gallii,  Cross-leaved Heath  Erica tetralix, Common Cotton Grass  Eriophorum angustifolium.

No. 591    Sat. 06.11.99       Mainly overcast.

Colin Thompson, Len Wise, Ellie Owen, Hamish Dublon, Michelle Margot, Steve Frantz, Christian Röttger, Heike ????????, Dave Bevan, Tris Allinson, Phil Davison, & Colin Penny = 12.

Whilst the others cut birch scrub from east of the Woodland Spine, I used the brushcutter to cut back heather from the north-south path edges. This path was becoming very difficult to walk along due to heather encroachment.

Birds:  Woodcock  Scolopax rusticola - flushed from Spine, Snipe  Gallinago gallinago,  Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes. 

Mammals:  Fox  Vulpes vulpes - seen near Stream Arch,  Roe Deer  Capreolus capreolus - a single seen just south of scraped area.

