BUXTON  HEATH  WILDLIFE  GROUP

The latest news from the heath!       Issue 51       Dated 10.01.01

No 585    Sat. 18.09.99       Mostly sunny with light winds.

Colin Thompson, Phil Davison, Len Wise, Christian Röttger, Hamish Dublon, & Colin Penny = 6.  Andy Wilkinson popped in for a few minutes.

Len cleared the path to the Southern Heath, whilst the rest of us cleared up the Bracken which was pulled or cut last time.

Someone, presumably John Milton, had used machinery to scrape an area immediately west of the first Gentian "cage", and both sides of the second Gentian "cage".

Birds:  Green Woodpecker  Picus viridis,  Great Tit  Parus major,  Long-tailed Tit  Aegithalos caudatus,  Snipe  Gallinago gallinago - 3 seen,  Meadow Pipit  Anthus pratensis - in mire area,  Pheasant  Phasianus colchicus - 1 female and 4 juveniles at Western Boundary.

Butterflies:  Large White  Pieris brassicae,  Small Tortoiseshell  Aglais urticae,  Small Copper  Lycaena phlaeus,  Speckled Wood  Pararge aegeria.

Moths:  Fox  Macrothylacia rubi - fully grown caterpillar D43.

Odonata:  Ruddy Darter  Sympetrum sanguineum,  Common Darter  S. striolatum,  Southern Hawker  Aeshna cyanea.

Coleoptera:  Violet Ground Beetle  Carabus violaceus,  ?? Olive Beetle  - on willow.

Orthoptera:  Bog Bush-cricket  Metrioptera brachyptera.

Diptera:  Owl Midge  Pericoma fuliginosa,  Yellow Dung-fly  Scathophaga stercoraria.

Herptiles:  Common Frog  Rana temporaria - several of this years' "froglets" seen,  Common Lizard  Lacerta vivipara - several juveniles seen,  Slow-worm  Anguis fragilis - a 10" specimen found at our Southern Heath work site.

Mollusca:  Black Slug  Arion ater.

In flower:  Western Gorse  Ulex gallii,  Cross-leaved Heath  Erica tetralix,  Bell Heather  E. cinerea,  Meadow Buttercup  Ranunculus acris,  Tormentil  Potentilla erecta,  Eyebright  Euphrasia officinalis agg.,  Marsh Lousewort  Pedicularis palustris,  Marsh Marigold  Caltha palustris,  Ling  Calluna vulgaris,  Ragged Robin  Lychnis flos-cuculi,  Devil's-bit Scabious  Succisa pratensis - including one dwarf plant (photo),  Marsh Thistle  Cirsium palustre - including one white specimen,  Black Bog-rush  Schoenus nigricans,  

Lesser Spearwort  Ranunculus flammula,  Watercress  Nasturtium officinale, Water Forget-me-not  Myosotis scorpioides,  Grass of Parnassus  Parnassia palustris,  Red Clover  Trifolium pratense,  Water Mint  Mentha aquatica.

Not in flower:  Common Dodder  Cuscuta epithymum - Northern Track, Spindle-Tree  Euonymus europaeus - near top pond in Woodland Spine.

