BUXTON  HEATH  WILDLIFE  GROUP

The latest news from the heath!       Issue 50       Dated 07.01.01

No 584    Sat. 11.09.99       Sunny, after a foggy / misty start.

Colin Thompson, Phil Davison, Graham French, Len Wise, Hamish Dublon, Babs Watts, Helen Deavin, & Colin Penny = 8.

BRACKEN CLEARANCE from same area as last time. Len cleared the Western Track. The day was so hot that we stopped work after just over an hour, and went in search of more Black Darters !

Birds:  Green Woodpecker  Picud viridis,  Oystercatcher  Haematopus ostralegus - overflight, calling,  Swallow  Hirundo rustica.

Hemiptera:  Shield Bug  Picromerus bidens.

Odonata:  Black Darter  Sympetrum danae - 4 males confirmed by the visiting Pete Milford and his pal,  Common Darter  S. striolatum,  Ruddy Darter  S. sanguineum,  Migrant Hawker  Aeshna mixta,  Broad-bodied Chaser  Libellula depressa - nymphs in newly cleared pools - species = an educated guess !

Coleoptera:  Whirligig Beetle  Gyrinus natator,  Violet Ground Beetle  Carabus violaceus.

Orthoptera:  Bog Bush-cricket  Metrioptera brachyptera,  Dark Bush-cricket  Pholidoptera griseoaptera - male,  Short-winged Conehead  Conocephalus dorsalis,  Common Groundhopper  Tetrix undulata,  Slender Groundhopper  T. subulata.

Butterflies:  Speckled Wood  Pararge aegeria,  Small Tortoiseshell  Aglais urticae.

Moths:  Silver Y  Autographa gamma.

Araneae:  Four-spotted Orb-web Spider  Araneus quadratus,  Garden Orb-web Spider  A. diadematus.

Crustacea:  Freshwater Shrimp  Gammerus pulex - open mire waters.

Herptiles:  Grass Snake  Natrix natrix - sloughed skin found on "Chip Mountain",  Common Toad  Bufo bufo - this year's juveniles,  Common Frog  Rana temporaria,  Common Lizard  Lacerta vivipara - 1 adult and 2 juveniles.

In flower:  Cross-leaved Heath  Erica tetralix,  Bell Heather  E. cinerea,  Ling  Calluna vulgaris,  Western Gorse  Ulex gallii,  Marsh Gentian  Gentiana pneumonanthe,  Devil's-bit Scabious  Succisa pratensis,  Water Forget-me-not  Myosotis scorpioides,  Common Cotton Grass  Eriophorum angustifolium, 

Ragged Robin  Lychnis flos-cuculi,  Lesser Spearwort  Ranunculus flammula, Marsh Marigold  Caltha palustris,  Marsh Willowherb  Epilobium palustre, Bogbean  Menyanthes trifoliata - 2 spikes,  Marsh Lousewort  Pedicularis palustris.

Not in flower:  Marsh Clubmoss  Lycopodiella inundata.

