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The latest news from the heath!       Issue 47       Dated 05.01.01

No 577    Sat. 07.08.99                    A dull day.

Colin Thompson, Len Wise, Phil Davison, Kevin Lewis, Debbie Jackson, Nikki Lightfoot, Graham French, Christian Röttger, Andy Dolman, Hamish Dublon, Jo Tuck, Martin ??????, Catriona Corfield, Claire Paybody, & Colin Penny = 15.

STUDY DAY

We welcomed back our "girls from Japan", Catriona and Claire. This really was something of a surprise visit, and they were accompanied by Jo and Martin. The day also saw the debut of the garden barrow, acquired for much less than its recommended retail price of £47. The barrow is intended to help us carry heavy equipment across the site. However, on its first test run, it was hi-jacked by our student fraternity to give each other rides !!

Birds:  Jay Garrulus glandarius,  Green Woodpecker  Picus viridis.

Coleoptera:  Eyed Ladybird  Anatis ocellata.

Orthoptera:  Oak Bush-cricket  Meconema thalassinum - male on Southern Track,  Bog Bush-cricket  Metrioptera brachyptera,  Slender Groundhopper  Tetrix subulata - northern heath pools.

Diptera:  Parasitic Fly  Tachina grossa

In flower:  Greater Bird's-foot Trefoil  Lotus uliginosus,  Ragged Robin  Lychnis flos-cuculi,  Marsh Gentian  Gentiana pneumonanthe,  Grass of Parnassus  Parnassia palustris - buds.

No. 578  was a visit to see Nikki Lightfoot at Hoveton Great Broad.

No. 579    Sat. 14.08.99                       Hot and sunny.

Len Wise, Colin Thompson, Kevin Lewis, Hamish Dublon, Helen Deavin, Doug Arkell, Dylan Edgar, Paul Woolnough, Kiri Owen (Felthorpe), & Colin Penny = 10.

Len continued Western Track clearance, Colin and I worked on the Gentian sites, and the others studied and logged species.

Birds:  Blue Tit  Parus caeruleus,  Snipe  Gallinago gallinago,  Yellowhammer  Emberiza citrinella,  Green Woodpecker  Picus viridis,  Pheasant  Phasianus colchicus - 2 females and 1 juvenile.

Butterflies:  Green-veined White  Artogeia napi,  Meadow Brown  Maniola jurtina,  Peacock  Inachis io,  Red Admiral  Vanessa atalanta,  Wall  Lasiommata megera,  Small Copper  Lycaena phlaeas,  Common Blue  Polyommatus icarus,  Speckled Wood  Pararge aegeria,  Gatekeeper  Pyronia tithonus.

Moths:  Bloodvein  Timandra griseata,  Silver Y  Autographa gamma.

Orthoptera:  Common Groundhopper  Tetrix undulata,  Bog Bush-cricket  Metrioptera brachyptera - many seen.

Odonata:  Common Darter  Sympetrum striolatum,  Migrant Hawker  Aeshna mixta - several seen.

Diptera:  Parasitic Fly  Tachina grossa

Hymenoptera:  Sand Digger Wasp  Ammophila sabulosa

Herptiles:  Common Lizard  Lacerta vivipara,  Common Toad  Bufo bufo - juveniles,  Common Frog  Rana temporaria - juveniles.

In flower:  Marsh Gentian  Gentiana pneumonanthe,  Western Gorse  Ulex gallii,  Cross-leaved Heath  Erica tetralix,  Ling  Calluna vulgaris,  Lesser Spearwort  Ranunculus flammula,  Bittersweet  Solanum dulcamara,  Greater Bird's-foot Trefoil  Lotus uliginosus,  Fen Bedstraw  Galium uligonosum,  Rosebay Willowherb  Epilobium angustifolium,  Tormentil  Potentilla erecta, Self-heal  Prunella vulgaris,  Common Cotton Grass  Eriophorum angustifolium,  Round-leaved Sundew  Drosera rotundifolia,  Wood Sage  Teucrium scorodonia,  Ragged Robin  Lychnis flos-cuculi,  Marsh Thistle  Cirsium palustre,  Black Knapweed  Centaurea nigra,  Grass of Parnassus  Parnassia palustris.

