BUXTON  HEATH  WILDLIFE  GROUP

The latest news from the heath!       Issue 45       Dated 04.01.01

No 573    Sat. 17.07.99        Sunny and hot.

Colin Thompson, Dave Bevan, Phil Davison, Kevin Lewis, Debbie Jackson, Graham French, Len Wise, Christian Röttger, Lindsay Emerson, Nikki Lightfoot, Janice Carter (Graham's friend from Telford - last out in Oct. '98), & Colin Penny = 12.

STUDY DAY

Birds:  Crossbill  Loxia curvirostra - 3 seen flying across site.

Hemiptera:  Shield Bug  Picromerus bidens - pointed "shoulders",  Squash Bug  Alydus calcaratus.

Butterflies:  Large Skipper  Ochlodes venatus - E35,  Meadow Brown  Maniola jurtina - E46,  White Admiral  Limenitis camilla - A19,  Silver-studded Blue  Plebejus argus.

Moths:  Common Heath  Ematurga atomaria - E46,  Smoky Wainscot  Mythimna impura,  Cinnabar  Tyria jacobaeae - caterpillar at A68, caterpillar, cream with pink stripes on Cross-leaved Heath ??? - photos - E46,  chestnut & grey banded moth (as previous years) on Ragwort ???,  
Coleoptera:  Ground Beetle  Carabus nemoralis - E65,  Yellow Longhorn Beetle  Strangalia maculata - A19.

Orthoptera:  Bog Bush-cricket  Metrioptera brachyptera - E65.

Odonata:  Blue-tailed Damselfly  Ischnura elegans - E46,  Common Blue Damselfly  Enallagma cyathigerum,  Common Darter  Sympetrum striolatum,  Four-spotted Chaser  Libellula quadrimaculata.

Araneae:  Crab Spider  Xysticus sp. Spider  Agroeca brunnea white case E57

Hymenoptera:  Digger Wasp  Cerceris arenaria - A39 - nest colony in sand.

Herptiles:  Adder  Vipera berus - juvenile in western stump pile,  Common Frog  Rana temporaria.

In flower:  Bell Heather  Erica cinerea,  Western Gorse  Ulex gallii,  Round-leaved Sundew  Drosera rotundifolia - E46,  Lesser Spearwort  Ranunculus flammula,  Tormentil  Potentilla erecta,  Fen Bedstraw  Galium uligonosum, Greater Bird's-foot Trefoil  Lotus uliginosus,  Ragged Robin  Lychnis flos-cuculi,  Red Clover  Trifolium pratense,  Common Centaury  Centaurium erythraea,  Self-heal  Prunella vulgaris,  Heath Groundsel  Senecio sylvaticus Scentless Mayweed  Matricaria perforata,  Wood Sage  Teucrium scorodonia.

No. 574    Sun. 18.07.99                      Hot and sunny.

I visited the site today to meet up with Dirk's colleagues, Veronique Van Haesebroeck and her partner Guido Vittiglio.

In addition to taking water level readings, they also took water samples. The latter involved passing the water from a syringe through those fine mesh filters. As always, this is a most arduous task, and is always very tough on the hands.

Guido fitted a tube extension to piezo 7.1 to cope with the rise in water levels. The couple had some trouble with their laptop computer. It did not want to "read" the information downloaded from the water diver units. 

As we sat there on the Southern Track, I was astonished to see a Wood Mouse Apodemus sylvaticus  running along the track towards us. It got so close to us, and didn't run into cover until Guido attempted to pick it up!!

No. 575    Sat. 24.07.99                     Sunny and hot.

Len Wise, Colin Thompson, Kevin Lewis, Debbie Jackson, Graham French, Christian Röttger, & Colin Penny = 7.

REMOVING BRACKEN FROM SCRAPED AREA, THEN STUDY 

Birds:  Jay  Garrulus glandarius,  Magpie  Pica pica,  Green Woodpecker  Picus viridis.

Butterflies:  Meadow Brown  Maniola jurtina,  Speckled Wood  Pararge aegeria,  Gatekeeper  Pyronia tithonus,  Large White  Pieris brassicae,   Large Skipper  Ochlodes venatus,  Green-veined White  Artogeia napi,   White Admiral  Limenitis camilla.

Araneae:  Comb-footed Spider  Enoplognatha ovata - A65,  Spider ??? on minibus ceiling (photo).

Coleoptera:  Soldier Beetle  Cantheris livida.

Hemiptera:  Squash Bug  Aphanus rolandri - photo,  Green Leafhopper  Cicadella viridis,  Shield Bug  Picromerus bidens,  Water Cricket  Velia caprai.

Odonata:  Banded Demoiselle  Calopteryx splendens - heath pools,  Brown Hawker 

Trichoptera:  Caddis Fly - larvae on Stream bed, not identified.

