BUXTON  HEATH  WILDLIFE  GROUP

The latest news from the heath!       Issue 44       Dated 04.01.01

No 571    Sat. 08.07.99       Morning visit to meet Dr. Dirk Boeye.

Colin Thompson & Colin Penny, plus Dirk Boeye and his sons Joris (14) and Jeroen (12).

Birds:  Yellowhammer  Emberiza citrinella,  Turtle Dove  Streptopelia turtur,  Song Thrush  Turdus philomelos,  Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita,  Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes.

Hemiptera:  Heath Assassin Bug  Coranus subapterus.

Butterflies:  Green-veined White  Artogeia napi - D47,  Ringlet  Aphantopus hyperantus,  Meadow Brown  Maniola jurtina,  Large Skipper  Ochlodes venatus.

Moths:  4-dotted Footman  Cybosia mesomella,  Vapourer  Orgyia antigua - small caterpillar on Birch,  Beautiful Yellow Underwing  Anarta myrtilli  - caterpillar - D83,  a small Geometer ?? D73 - (photo taken), Ermine Moth ?? - D54 - (photos),  Moth ??? on White Bryony - D22 -(photos),  Straw Dot  Rivula sericealis - D37.

Coleoptera:  Green Tiger Beetle  - D63,  Birch Weevil  Philobius argentatus, Weevil ???? - barred markings, on Birch.

Orthoptera:  Bog Bush-cricket  Metrioptera brachyptera - D83,                   Dark Bush-cricket  Pholidoptera griseoaptera - male - D22,      Speckled Bush-cricket  Leptophyes punctatissima - D22+D24, Common Groundhopper  Tetrix undulata - D63.

Araneae:  Wolf Spider  Pisaura mirabilis - D22

Hymenoptera:  Ichneumon Fly  ??? - white spot over ovipositor, and a white patch on each black antenna.

Diptera:  Yellow Dung-fly  Scathophaga stercoraria - D54.

Mecoptera:  Scorpion Fly  Panorpa communis.

Plant Galls:  Oak Leaf Pea-gall, caused by Gall Wasp  Cynips divisa,    Artichoke Gall  on Oak  buds, caused by Gall Wasp Andricus fecundator - D22,  Little Black Pudding Gall  on pinnules of Bracken, caused by Midge Dasineura filicina - D24,  Fen Bedstraw shoot gall, caused by Midge Geocrypta gallii,  Bracken frond pinnule roll, caused by Fly Chirosia parvicornis.

Herptiles:  Common Lizard  Lacerta vivipara - D83.

In flower:  Common Dodder  Cuscuta epithymum - D73,  Bell Heather  Erica cinerea,  Red Campion  Silene dioica - D22,  Greater Bird's-foot Trefoil  Lotus uliginosus - D27,  Water Cress  Nasturtium officinale - D37,  Tormentil  Potentilla erecta,  Marsh Willowherb  Epilobium palustre - D37,    Fool's Watercress Apium nodiflorum - D47,  Fen Bedstraw  Galium uligonosum, Ragged Robin  Lychnis flos-cuculi.

No. 572    Sat. 10.07.99          A lovely sunny day !!

Len Wise, Colin Thompson, Hamish Dublon, Graham French, & Colin Penny = 5   + Dirk Boeye, Joris Boeye, & Jeroen Boeye.

Andy Wilkinson and Phil Heath paid brief visits.

Despite the lovely day, hardly any species observation took place as we were so interested in Dirk's hydrological work that we stayed with him and his sons all day !

Hamish really enjoyed taking the soil samples. Such was his enthusiasm for this hard work, that Dirk considered signing-him up full time !

Butterflies:  Gatekeeper  Pyronia tithonus,  Purple Hairstreak Quercusia quercus - recorded by Phil Heath.

