BUXTON  HEATH  WILDLIFE  GROUP

The latest news from the heath!       Issue 41       Dated 02.01.01

No 565    Sat. 01.05.99        Overcast, with a cool breeze.

Colin Thompson, Dave Bevan, Phil Davison, Kevin Lewis, Debbie Jackson, Nikki Lightfoot, Graham French, Len Wise, Christian Röttger, Andy Dolman, Ölöf Yrr Atladöttir (Rekjavik, Iceland),  & Colin Penny = 12.

STUDY DAY

We welcomed our lady from Iceland with a study day. Ölöf was introduced to us by Graham, and she thoroughly enjoyed her day with us. During the day, she told us many things about her homeland. Including how the surnames are formed. Male surnames mean "son of", and accordingly, female surnames mean "daughter of". So it is that she is "Döttir of Atla". It's amazing what you can learn being involved with the Group.

Birds: Wren Troglodytes troglodytes  E38,  Cuckoo  Cuculus canorus  - crossing the site, calling,  Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos  - usual pair in the mire area,  Green Woodpecker  Picus viridis,  Tree Pipit  Anthus trivialis - "parachuting" and calling from a tree top - B09,  Yellowhammer  Emberiza citrinella - E37.

Mammals:  Common Shrew Sorex araneus  - found dead - D09.

Moths:  Yellow-tail  Euproctis similis - D16.

Coleoptera:  Burying Beetle  Silpha atrata - E38 - (snail-eater),  Wood-boring Beetle  Glischrochilus hortensis - E38,  Birch Weevil  Phyllobius argentatus,  "Stippled" Beetle  ?????? - A89,  Green Tiger Beetle  Cicindela campestris - B36,  Glow-worm  Lampyris noctiluca - larvae seen at B29 & B32.

Orthoptera:  Common Groundhopper  Tetrix undulata - D43 & D18,  Slender Groundhopper  T. subulata - Eastern Mire.

Herptiles:  Grass Snake  Natrix natrix  - E36,  Common Lizard  Lacerta vivipara - D28.

Diptera:  Owl Midge  Pericoma fuliginosa  - D16,  St. Mark's-fly  Bibio marci  - D16.

In flower:  Lousewort  Pedicularis sylvatica - D09,  Twayblade  Listera ovata - D97,  Common Butterwort  Pinguicula vulgaris.

No. 566       Sat. 08.05.99       

Len Wise, Colin Thompson, Phil Davison, Nikki Lightfoot, Graham French, Hamish Dublon, Andy Dolman, Kevin Lewis, Debbie Jackson, Dave Bevan, George Muscroft, & Colin Penny = 12.

STUDY DAY

Birds:  Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita  Willow Warbler  P. trochilus  Whitethroat  Sylvia communis,  Garden Warbler  S. borin,  Yellowhammer  Emberiza citrinella,  Pheasant  Phasianus colchicus.

Mammals:  Roe Deer  Capreolus capreolus - B92 & D43.

Butterflies:  Orange Tip  Anthocharis cardamines  - male, near entrance,   Brimstone  Gonepteryx rhamni  - males seen at B20 & E74,  Peacock  Inachis io.

Moths:  Common Heath  Ematurga atomaria,  Drinker  Philudoria potatoria - 2 caterpillars at E17.

Hemiptera:  Pond Skater  Gerris lacustris - at Frog Hollow,  Gorse Shield Bug  Piezodorus lituratus - D36,  Green Capsid Bug  ????? ,  Horned Treehopper  Centrotus cornutus - B20.

Coleoptera:  Rove Beetle  ???? - B20 - 6 gold spots on abdomen,  Green Tiger Beetle  Cicindela campestris - B34,  Birch Weevil  Phyllobius argentatus.

Orthoptera:  Slender Groundhopper  Tetrix subulata - E29 & B11 - one with white patches, Common Groundhopper  T. undulata.

Odonata:  Large Red Damselfly  Pyrrhosoma nymphula - 2 seen.

Araneae:  Orb Web Spider  Araniella cucurbitina - A48, Orb Web Spider  Agalenatea redii var - has two white comma shape on fore part of the folium (abdomen).  The true species, plus the two variants are illustrated in Dick Jones' excellent spider book  (our specimen is like the one at top right on page 257).
Hymenoptera:  Spider Hunting Wasp  Anoplius sp. - A48,  

Diptera:  Owl Midge  Pericoma fuliginosa,  Cranefly  Tipula maxima - B10. 

Continuation of No 566        Sat. 08.05.99  (see Issue 40)

Herptiles:  Slow-worm  Anguis fragilis - D43 - (photos),  Adder  Vipera berus - D58, D17, & a female confirmed at E29,  Grass Snake  Narix natrix  - B29 & B34,  Common Lizard  Lacerta vivipara - A49,  Common Frog  Rana temporaria 

Plecoptera:  Stonefly  ?????
Order Acarina:  Deer Tick  ??????
Mollusca:  Orange Slug  ????? - at Frog Hollow.

In flower:  Early or Southern Marsh Orchid  Dactylorhiza sp.  Climbing Corydalis  Corydalis claviculata - B34,  Lousewort  Pedicularis sylvatica - A79, Rowan  Sorbus aucuparia - A47,  Common Milkwort  Polygala vulgaris - E16, Marsh Valerian  Valeriana dioica - E29,  Bogbean  Menyanthes trifoliata - E29, Tormentil  Potentilla erecta,  Bog Stitchwort  Stellaria alsine, Creeping Buttercup  Ranunculus repens - D37,  Lady's Smock  Cardamine pratensis.

No. 567    Sat. 29.05.99    

Len Wise, Colin Thompson, Kevin Lewis, Debbie Jackson, Hamish Dublon, Phil Davison, Graham French, Doug Arkell, Paul Woolnough, & Colin Penny = 10.

STUDY DAY

Birds:  Turtle Dove  Streptopelia turtur,  Yellowhammer  Emberiza citrinella,  Robin  Erithacus rubecula.

Butterflies:  Green Hairstreak  Callophrys rubi,  Common Blue Polyommatus icarus,  Peacock  Inachis io,  Brimstone  Gonepteryx rhamni.

Coleoptera:  Click Beetle  possibly Selatosomus aeneus (large, metallic green),  Click Beetle Prosternon tessellatum - A89,  Soldier Beetle  Cantharis rustica - A89,  Red Oak Leaf Roller  Attelabus nitens - larval cases - B59,  Burying Beetle  Oiceoptoma thoracium - (black abdomen, brown thorax = very distinctive !),  Green Tiger Beetle  Cicindela campestris - D43,  Birch Weevil  Phyllobius argentatus.

Moths:  Mother Shipton  Callistege mi,  Brown Silver-Line  Petrophora chlorosata,  Common Heath  Ematurga atomaria.

Araneae:  Crab Spider  Misumena vatia - B79 - white example,  Crab Spider  Xysticus sp. - D86,  Comb-footed Spider  Theridion pallens - A11,    Zebra Spider  possibly Salticus cingulatus.

Odonata:  Four-spotted Chaser  Libellula quadrimaculata,  Broad-bodied Chaser  L. depressa - 6 seen,  Black-tailed Skimmer  Orthetrum cancellatum - B59 & D22,  Common Blue Damselfly  Enallagma cyathigerum,  Large Red Damselfly  Pyrrhosoma nymphula.

Hemiptera:  Pond Skater  Gerris lacustris.

Diptera:  Snipe-fly  Rhagio scolopacea.

Hymenoptera:  Spider Hunting Wasp ??????     Sawfly  possibly Arge cyanocrocea.

Plecoptera:  Stonefly  ?????

Orthoptera:  Grasshopper ????? - (photo),  Common Groundhopper  Tetrix undulata.

In flower:  Yellow Rattle  Rhinanthus minor,  Ragged Robin  Lychnis flos-cuculi,  Lesser Spearwort  Ranunculus flammula,  Common Milkwort  Polygala vulgaris,  Tormentil  Potentilla erecta,  Lady's Smock  Cardamine pratensis,  Spotted Orchid  Dactylorhiza  sp., Early Marsh Orchid  D. incarnata,  Meadow Buttercup  Ranunculus acris,  Creeping Buttercup  R. repens,  Cross-leaved Heath  Erica tetralix,  Bell Heather  E. cinerea,  Fool's Watercress  Apium nodiflorum,  Watercress  Nasturtium officinale,  

Water Forget-me-not  Myosotis scorpioides,  Heath Bedstraw  Galium saxatile,  Heath Speedwell  Veronica officinalis,  Common Cotton-grass  Eriophorum angustifolium.

