BUXTON  HEATH  WILDLIFE  GROUP

The latest news from the heath!       Issue  39       Dated 02.01.01

No 562    Sat. 10.04.99        Mainly overcast.

Colin Thompson, Len Wise, Phil Davison, Doug Arkell, Elspeth Penny, Pete Burston (Devon), Kevin Lewis, Debbie Jackson, Graham French, Lindsay Emerson, Hamish Dublon, George Muscroft, & Colin Penny = 13.

STUDY DAY

Birds:  Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs - male,  Robin  Erithacus rubecula B19,  

Willow Warbler  Phylloscopus trochilus,  Chiffchaff  P. collybita,  Mallard  Anas platyrhychos - pair,  Long-tailed Tit  Aegithalos caudatus - nest found in gorse at D73,  Swallow  Hirundo rustica - 2 seen.

Mammals:  Roe Deer  Capreolus capreolus  C66.

Coleoptera:  Violet Ground Beetle  Carabus violaceus - found dead B09,  Green Tiger Beetle  Cicindela campestris D72.

Butterflies:  Peacock  Inachis io.

Orthoptera:  Common Groundhopper Tetrix undulata.

Araneae:  Wolf Spider Pisaura mirabilis - black, with white longitudinal stripe.

Herptiles:  Slow-worm  Anguis fragilis  - an 8" example, found in poor physical state, with flaking skin, head damage, and tail re-grown,  Common Frog  Rana temporaria,  Adder  Vipera berus  - 3 seen, including one bright and shiny example due to having just sloughed its skin (which we also found !),  Common Lizard  Lacerta vivipara.

In flower:  Marsh Valerian  Valeriana dioica - buds,  Marsh Marigold  Caltha palustris,  Lady's Smock  Cardamine pratensis,  Petty Whin  Genista anglica - buds - E48,  Dandelion  Taraxacum hamatum,  Black Bog-rush  Schoenus nigricans.

Not in flower:  Common Polypody  Polypodium vulgare - D33,  Round-leaved Sundew  Drosera rotundifolia - leaves - E46,  Marsh Cinquefoil  Potentilla palustris  - leaves,  ?? Spotted Orchid Dactylorhiza sp. - leaves,  Water Starwort  Callitriche stagnalis agg. - pool at top of Woodland spine,  Broad-leaved Pondweed  Potamogeton natans - pool at top of Woodland Spine.

No. 563      Sat. 17.04.99         A mixture of cloud and sunny spells.

Colin Thompson, Nikki Lightfoot, Kevin Lewis, Phil Davison, Graham French, Christian Röttger, Hamish Dublon, George Muscroft, & Colin Penny = 9.   (Dave Bevan popped in for a few minutes during the afternoon).

STUDY DAY

Birds:  Yellowhammer  Emberiza citrinella,  Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita,

Willow Warbler  P. trochilus,  Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos,  Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus.

Mammals:  Roe Deer  Capreolus capreolus - Mervyn's top path.

Araneae:  Orb-web Spider  Araniella cucurbitina,   Spider Agroeca brunnea - white case B67.

Herptiles:  Adder  Vipera berus  - 2 at Northern Boundary Bank, 1 at piezo station 5, a male & a female in Mervyn's southern meadow,  Common Frog  Rana temporaria - Mervyn's meadow.

Moths:  Common Heath  Ematurga atomaria - A98.

Orthoptera:  Common Groundhopper  Tetrix undulata - A99 & D62.

Coleoptera:  Ladybird ??????? - Brown with yellow spots,  Rove Beetle ?????

D47 - six gold spots on abdomen.

Hemiptera:  Aphid  ?????????  Green aphids on Birch.

In flower:  Field Wood-rush  Luzula campestris,  Lady's Smock  Cardamine pratensis,  Lily-of-the-Valley  Convalleria majalis - leaves and buds,  Silver Birch Betula pendula - catkins,  Climbing Corydalis Corydalis claviculata.

Lichens:  Matchstick Lichen  Cladonia floerkeana - in "flower".

No. 564    Sat. 24.04.99              A mixture of sun and cloud. 

Len Wise, Colin Thompson, Kevin Lewis, Debbie Jackson, Nikki Lightfoot, Graham French, Phil Davison, Hamish Dublon, Christian Röttger, Andy Dolman, Jane Edgar, Elspeth Penny, Dave Bevan, & Colin Penny = 14. (Quentin Mair paid a brief visit).

Continuation of No 564    Sat. 24.04.99  (see Issue 38)

STUDY DAY

We walked up the Western Track, with Graham "netting" insects enthusiastically. Unfortunately, we were unable to positively identify most of his "catch". After a prolonged study period at the top end, we had a late lunch, then explored the valley mire.

Birds:  Whitethroat  Sylvia communis - Southern Heath,  Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita  - various locations,  Willow Warbler  P. trochilus  -  various locations,  Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs  -  A45,  Reed Bunting  Emberiza schoeniclus  -  singing from reed bed,  Yellowhammer  E. citrinella  -  A26,  Sparrowhawk  Accipiter nisus  -  Northern Heaths,  Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus,  Mallard  Anas platyrhyncos  -  pair in mire,  Woodlark  Lullula arborea  -  singing and flying over mire,  Swallow  Hirundo rustica,  Robin  Erithacus rubecula  -  in the big clump left by the contractors in the central mire (E28) - sounded like a fledgling being fed,  Pheasant  Phasianus colchicus  -  female flushed in Mervyn's meadow.

Herptiles:  Common Lizard  Lacerta vivipara  A28 & D33,  Adder  Vipera berus  A18,  Grass Snake  Natrix natrix A18,  Common Frog  Rana temporaria.

Coleoptera:  7-spot Ladybird  Coccinella 7-punctata,  Flower Beetle ?????? A18 (black head, orange thorax and legs, metallic green abdomen),  Bronze Willow Beetle ???????? A15,  Longhorn Beetle  Rhagium sp.  A38,  2-spot Ladybird  Adalia bipunctata A19 (red with black spots),  "stippley" brown beetle (possibly  Carabus variolosus) D56,  Rove Beetle ?????????? - bearing 6 gold spots on abdomen - D56,  Longhorn Beetle  Pogonochoerus hispidulus  - on tree at Bracken Hills, but dropped into leaf litter before it could be photographed!

Araneae:  Orb Spider  ?????? (photos taken),  Elongate Spider (possibly Tetragnatha sp.) - E58,  Orb Web Spider  Araniella cucurbitina - Mervyn's meadows.

Moths:  Drinker  Philudoria potatoria  - caterpillar at D88,  Common Heath  Ematurga atomaria - male seen at E18.

Butterflies:  Peacock  Inachis io.

Hemiptera:  Pond Skater  Gerris lacustris - on puddles along the Southern Track!!

Hymenoptera:  Sawfly  ?????? - A18.

Plecoptera:  Stonefly  ???????? - D88.

Mollusca:  Orange-coloured Slug  ??????? - in Mervyn's meadow (photo).

In flower:  Lady's Smock  Cardamine pratensis D36,  Marsh Valerian  Valeriana dioica  D56,  Black Bog-rush  Schoenus nigricans E58,  Petty Whin  Genista anglica  E58,  Dog Violet  Viola sp.  D08.

Not in flower:  Enchanter's Nightshade  Circaea lutetiana  - plantlets at D08,  Wood Sage  Teucrium scorodonia  A28,  Spotted Orchid  Dactylorhiza sp. - leaves showing at many locations.

Sun. 25.04.99    A brief visit to the site by Colin Penny

A last trip to the Heath for my Seat Malaga which was destined for the scrap heap. It had carried many heathlings to the site over the years.

Birds:  Mistle Thrush  Turdus viscivorus,  Canada Goose  Branta canadensis  2 birds overflying from Hevingham Lakes,  Woodcock  Scolopax rusticola  - flying and piping over car park.

Mammals:  Rabbit  Oryctolagus cuniculus  - seen at entrance track and also running across the mire (D98),  Roe Deer  Capreolus capreolus  - 2 seen near to "Lay-by".

