BUXTON  HEATH  WILDLIFE  GROUP

The latest news from the heath!       Issue 37       Dated 02.01.01

No 559    Sat. 27.03.99        Mostly sunny, but with a cool breeze.

Colin Thompson, Phil Davison, Graham French, Hamish Dublon, Lindsay Emerson, Nikki Lightfoot, David Ruthven, & Colin Penny = 8.

STUDY DAY 

I hadn't intended to be at the site today due to holiday, but arrived by car to attend a pre-arranged management meeting. The other Group members shared transport to get there. However, due to some misunderstanding, Harry (NWT) and Andy (EN) did not appear. Therefore, we explored the site, and I left at 1215, whilst the others spent the whole day there.

Birds:  Jack Snipe  Lymnocryptes minimus,  Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos,  Shelduck  Tadorna tadorna,  Sparrowhawk  Accipter nisus,  Yellowhammer  Emberiza citrinella,  Great Tit  Parus major.

Moths:  Orange Underwing  Archiearis parthenias.

Herptiles:  Adder  Vipera berus - 5 seen along Northern Boundary Bank plus another seen basking in a clear patch at B37,  Smooth Newt  Triturus vulgaris - a male in full breeding plumage caught for observation from the pool at the top of "Woodland Spine",  Common Frog  Rana temporaria - spawn developing well.

Diptera:  Owl Midge  Pericoma fuliginosa
Araneae:  Spider  Tegenaria sp.
In flower:  Marsh Marigold  Caltha palustris

Not in flower:  Marsh Horsetail  Equisetum palustre

No. 560    Sun. 28.03.99      Aerial Photographic Survey

I took to the air from Felthorpe Flying Club at 1428 in a Piper Cub flown by John McCleod. It was to be the first aerial survey since the recent large-scale clearance work . On arrival at the site, we looked down upon large muddy areas caused by the 13 ton digger. It resembled a battlefield. 

As we turned, the sun reflected off the many areas of open water. One could also see tracks made by the dragging of brash to the fire at our Southern Track work site.

No. 561    Sat. 03.04.99               Mostly sunny.
Len Wise, Colin Thompson, Graham French, Lindsay Emerson, & Colin Penny = 5.

STUDY DAY

Birds:  Great Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocopos major,  Yellowhammer  Emberiza citrinella,  Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes - D43,  Robin  Erithacus rubecula - D43,  Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita,  Green Woodpecker  Picus viridis,  Pheasant  Phasianus colchicus - female,  Jack Snipe  Lymnocryptes minimus.

Coleoptera:  Green Tiger Beetle  Cicindela campestris - D51,  "Stippled" beetle ?????????? - D89,  (Olive) beetle ???????? - D43.

Orthoptera:  Common Groundhopper  Tetrix undulata.

Hymenoptera:  Bumble Bee  Bombus lucorum - Valley Mire,  Bumble Bee B. terrestris - Valley Mire,  Spider-hunting Wasp Anoplius sp.,  

Hemiptera:  Pond Skater  Gerris lacustris.

Moths:  Fox Moth  Macrothylacia rubi  - caterpillar,  Drinker  Philudoria potatoria - 1" caterpillar.

Butterflies:  Peacock  Inachis io.

Diptera:  Cranefly  (various species seen, but not identified).

Herptiles:  Adder  Vipera berus  - 3 seen,  Common Frog  Rana temporaria - one of last year's juveniles seen.

In flower:  Common Gorse  Ulex europaeus,  Marsh Marigold  Caltha palustris.

