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No 556    Sat. 06.03.99        Overcast, with occasional brightness.

Colin Thompson, Len Wise, Kevin Lewis, Debbie Jackson, Andy Dolman, Christian Röttger, Nikki Lightfoot, Graham French, Don Kernott, David Edwards (Southend),  & Colin Penny = 11.

CUTTING AND CLEARING HEATHER AT NORTH-WESTERN HEATH - CENTERED AROUND A67

This was our third week of working in this area. A later walk through the mire to collect the water readings revealed very high levels.

Birds:   Green Woodpecker  Picus viridis

Mammals:  Roe Deer  Capreolus capreolus  - Not the actual animal, but what we at first thought was fur from the shedding of a winter coat. Then we found bones, which made us wonder if the animal had been caught by a Fox.

Herptiles:  Common Frog  Rana temporaria - Not the actual animal (!), but spawn observed in several of the "new" pools, plus the "mortar bomb pond" just east of the electricity pole.

Coleoptera:  2-spot Ladybird  Adalia bipunctata  Several found on an Oak trunk.

No.  557           Sat. 13.03.99           Sunny spells, but with a cool breeze.

Len Wise, Colin Thompson, Doug Arkell, Nikki Lightfoot, Graham French, Hamish Dublon, Jane Edgar, Elspeth Penny, Henry Walker, Dave Bevan, & Colin Penny = 11.

HEATHER MOWING NORTH OF THE WESTERN VALLEY MIRE - A30-A40

Birds:  Yellowhammer  Emberiza citrinella - Various locations,  Jay  Garrulus glandarius.

Mammals:  Muntjac  Muntiacus reevesi  D69 - at first thought to be a Roe as it bounded away, but it displayed a great patch of white from under an erect tail. Doug was certainly convinced it was Muntjac, and is therefore, our first record of this species at Buxton Heath.

Herptiles:  Common Frog  Rana temporaria - Adults and spawn at various locations,  Common Toad  Bufo bufo  - In the stream at Mervyn Williamson's meadows - E98,  Adder  Vipera berus  4 seen = 24" female at "Snake Pit", 15" at B29, 15" at B09, 15" at A39.

Coleoptera:  2-spot Ladybird  Adalia bipunctata  - several found on Oak sapling A30, Glow-worm  Lampyris noctiluca - larva D29.

Hemiptera:  Gorse Shield Bug  Piezodorus lituratus - A30

In flower:  Alder  Alnus glutinosa - Bearing catkins.

No. 558     Sat. 20.03.99       Early sunshine, then overcast.

Colin Thompson, Graham French, Doug Arkell, Dave Bevan, & Colin Penny = 5.

PATH CLEARANCE - WESTERN TRACK

This week, our numbers were reduced by illness and home visits.

Birds:  Yellowhammer  Emberiza citrinella,  Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes - Eastern Boundary Wood C58,  Sparrowhawk  Accipiter nisus B27,  Redwing  Turdus iliacus - flock of 12 seen - C57,  Long-tailed Tit  Aegithalos caudatus - building its nest in the crook of a mature Oak in the Eastern Boundary wood - C58,  Woodcock  Scolopax rusticola - B07,  Jack Snipe  Lymnocryptes minimus - E09.

Mammals:  Roe Deer  Capreolus capreolus - running towards reed bed area - A71.

Herptiles:  Adder  Vipera berus  - 1 seen at "Snake Pit", 6 more seen along Northern Boundary Bank.

In flower:  Lesser Celandine  Ranunculus ficaria  - Western Track D24,  Marsh Marigold  Caltha palustris - E38,  Common Gorse  Ulex europaeus.

