BUXTON  HEATH  WILDLIFE  GROUP

  The latest news from the heath!       Issue 35       Dated 06.04.00

No 552    Thurs. 11.02.99     Illustrated Talk - Wymondham 

(for Norfolk Wildlife Trust - Wymondham Group at Central Hall)

Dave Bevan, Nikki Lightfoot, Graham French, Debbie Jackson, Quentin Mair & (speaker) Colin Penny = 6.

A most successful evening, using the full photo display (in addition to the slide show), my "home-made" besom, plus a selection of photo albums.

No 553    Sat. 13.02.00    Clear, sunny, but rather cold.

Len Wise, Colin Thompson, Doug Arkell, Don Kernott, Lindsay Emerson, Phil Davison, Graham French, Nikki Lightfoot, Dave Bevan, Christian Rottger, Jonathan Rhodes & Colin Penny = 12.

Our scrub clearance "around the island" is now complete, and we now need to "clear-up" south of the Southern Track. Andy Millar (EN) popped in again!

Birds:  Woodcock Scolopax rusticola A76, Green Woodpecker Picus viridis E17,  Sparrowhawk  Accipiter nisus  D43,  Wren Troglodytes troglodytes B28, Carrion Crow Corvus corone corone  (on Oak - B33),  Jack Snipe Lymnocryptes minimus  (3 birds at E07),  Lapwing Vanellus vanellus  (20 birds, overflying site).

Mammals:  Rabbit  Oryctolagus cuniculus  B19,  Roe Deer  Capreolus capreolus.

Herptiles:  Adder  Vipera berus  (1 found dead on Southern Heath E34, and another found "topped and tailed" by a Fox at A66. The corpse was "crowned" with Fox faeces !!!).

In flower:  Marsh Marigold  Caltha palustris  E07.

No. 554     Sat.  20.02.99    Sunny and clear with a cold west wind.

Colin Thompson,  Kevin Lewis,  Phil Davison,  Christian Röttger,

Andy Wilkinson, & Colin Penny = 6.

Today we commenced scrub clearance at the north-west heath, just west of the Woodland Spine. Colin started a bonfire at our previous (southern) fire site ready for lunchtime whilst the rest of us worked at the top end. 

I used the brushcutter to clear large patches in the old, "leggy" heather in order that new, young growth could develop. Unfortunately, on the way back for lunch, the ring spanner relating to the brushcutter fell out of my pocket into the heather. Despite a thorough search, the item of equipment was not found.

Birds:  Woodcock  Scolopax rusticola  (4 seen),  Jack Snipe  Lymnocryptes minimus  (3 seen, including one which was almost trodden on - it flew up from where I was about to set foot !!),  Robin  Erithacus rubecula.

Herptiles:  Adder  Vipera berus  (One seen at Northern Boundary Bank B39.

No.  555         Sat. 27.02.99      Mostly dry and sunny.

Len Wise, Colin Thompson, Nikki Lightfoot, Graham French, Jane Edgar, Elspeth Penny, Lindsay Emerson, Carol Osbourne (Colchester), Ailsa Graham (Glasgow), & Colin Penny = 10.

Continued heather-cutting at the north-west heath, in and around grid square A67.

Birds:  Woodcock  Scolopax rusticola,  Long-tailed Tit  Aegithalos caudatus (3 seen), Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes (2 seen).  

Herptiles:  Common Frog  Rana temporaria  (Many in top pool of Woodland Spine + spawn found in "new" pools of newly-cleared mire area),  Adder Vipera berus  - B19.

Coleoptera:  2-spot Ladybird  Adalia bipunctata  (Black with 4 red markings).

Chilopda:  Centipede  (unidentified).

