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No 548    Sat. 23.01.99          Dry and mostly sunny

Len Wise, Colin Thompson, Kevin Lewis, Debbie Jackson, Nikki Lightfoot, Phil Davison, Graham French, Hamish Dublon, Dave Bevan & Colin Penny = 10.

We continued burning the birch and willow brash on the site adjacent to the Southern Track.

On arrival, we found that the Southern Track was frozen, and I therefore decided to take the minibus right through to the worksite. Although warned by my (more) sensible friends that the Track would probably thaw during the day, I did not heed these warnings. As a result, the bus became stuck five times during departure, and Group members flexed their muscles whilst I received "told you so" comments! 

Birds:  Siskin Carduelis spinus  (East Boundary Wood - C66 - a flock of 10), Woodcock Scolopax rusticola  (flushed from cover - C66),  Jay Garrulus glandarius  (Western Mire - D38).

No 549     Sat. 30.01.99       Dry, but mostly cloudy.

Len Wise, Colin Thompson, Hamish Dublon, Kevin Lewis, Debbie Jackson, Nikki Lightfoot, Phil Davison, Andy Dolman, Jane Edgar, Elspeth Penny, Jonathan Rhodes, Don Kernott, Doug Arkell, Graham French, Dave Bevan & Colin Penny = 16.

Although still working on our "usual" site, today we made great inroads, and have almost completed the clearance.

During the week, a giant digger arrived, and had obviously "visited" quite a lot of the site. The machine had dug out the roots of trees cut from the mire, north of the stream, and had been used to create new, shallow pools adjacent to the existing pools sited between the northern heath and the mire.

A further six scrapes had been made south of the mire stream.

Birds:  Woodcock Scolopax rusticola (flushed from the work site - E25)

Moths:  An unidentified micro (photographed at work site).

No 550   Thurs. 04.02.99      Management Meeting at NWT Office

Colin Thompson, Nikki Lightfoot & Colin Penny + Harry Bowell (Norfolk Wildlife Trust) and Andy Millar (English Nature).

A general discussion on the future management of the site, including the involvement of BHWG.

No 551    Sat. 06.02.99      Mostly dry and bright, with a cold wind.

Len Wise, Colin Thompson, Debbie Jackson, Kevin Lewis, Hamish Dublon, Christian Rottger, Nikki Lightfoot, Jane Edgar, Graham French, Dave Bevan & Colin Penny = 11.

Almost there!  Two more weeks should see the end to our work in this area adjacent to the Southern Track!  Harry Bowell (and his girlfriend Emily), plus Andy Millar visited the site. 

The digger had removed the spoil from the mire scrapes, and been used to scrape off the bracken litter from a large area around trees in the north-western dry heath. The area looked like a prototype for a small car park! This work pleased us, although we wished similar work had been carried out, east of the Woodland Spine.

Birds:  Wren Troglodytes troglodytes  (In Mervyn Williamson's meadow).

