BUXTON  HEATH  WILDLIFE  GROUP

  The latest news from the heath!       Issue 33       Dated 03.04.00

No 544    Sat. 02.01.99           Mostly sunny after a rainy start

Len Wise, Colin Thompson, Dave Bevan & Colin Penny = 4.

We continued burning the birch and willow brash which had been cut on previous visits (on the site adjacent to the Southern Track).

The Southern Track was very wet, and I managed to get the minibus stuck in the mud on departure. It took us 20 minutes to free ourselves !

Birds:  Long-tailed Tits Aegithelos caudatus, Blue Tits Parus caeruleus, Green Woodpecker Picus viridis, Blackbird (male) Turdus merula

No 545     Sat. 09.01.99       A cold, but sunny day.

Len Wise, Colin Thompson, Kevin Lewis, Phil Davison, Jane Edgar, Nikki Lightfoot, Dave Bevan, Andy Wilkinson & Colin Penny = 9.

Continued clearance of cut brash adjacent to Southern Track.

Birds:  Wren Troglodytes troglodytes A75,  Green Woodpecker Picus viridis B37,  Jay Garrulus glandarius B29,  Pink-footed Goose Anser brachyrhynchus (overflight of 95 birds), 

Mammals:  Roe Deer Capreolus capreolus A75

Moths:  Bagworm (case) Psyche casta A76 (on willow)

Coleoptera:  2-spot Ladybird Adalia bipunctata A63 (black with red dots)

Fungi: Fungus Crepidotus variabilis  (on gorse, kidney-shaped, gills uppermost)

No 546    Sat. 16.01.99     Mostly sunny with dramatic sunset

Kevin Lewis, Colin Thompson, Phil Davison, Nikki Lightfoot, Dave Bevan, Christian Rottger, Hamish Dublon, Jane Edgar, Henry Walker, Elspeth Penny (not related !) & Colin Penny = 11.

Scrub clearance adjacent to the Southern Track.  Trouble with the dreaded Kelly kettles, another "Penny" on the site, and….Hamish & Nikki found the "chip mountain".

Birds: Snipe Gallinago gallinago E17,  Woodcock  Scolopax rusticola, Green Woodpecker Picus viridis E58,  Pheasant (female) Phasianus colchicus E67, Linnet Acanthis cannabina (12 in flight),  Magpie Pica pica E19.

Mammals:  Common Shrew Sorex araneus (found dead in mire - E37)

Coleoptera:  2-spot Ladybird  Adalia bipunctata  (on Colin's boot at E15 !).

Fungi:  Fungus Crepidotus variabilis E26 - on gorse,  King Alfred's Cakes Daldinia concentrica  B61 - on Oak

In flower:  Marsh Marigold Caltha palustris  E08 - Valley Mire

No 547   Tues. 19.01.99    Norfolk & Norwich Naturalists' Society 

· Presidential Address by Dr. Brian Wheeler

Phil Davison, Dave Bevan and Colin Penny

The three of us attended Brian's Address at the assembly House in Norwich as it was he who introduced Dirk Boeye to Buxton Heath. Brian was accompanied by Susan Shaw, co-author of the Wetland Site Dossier.

