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CLEARING STRAGGLY GORSE FROM NW HEATH

The clearance work continued at the usual work site, but with one big difference from last time….the Heath was covered in a 4" blanket of snow!

But this didn't deter the small but enthusiastic Group.  We gained an "extra" member for the traditional Group photograph - a large snowman joined us, and Phil was seated in a snow "armchair".

After lunch, we went for a walk around the site, looking for tracks in the snow, and also getting some photographs of this rather uncommon site condition.

There were many bird sightings during the day, but the star had to be the Short-eared Owl, which was disturbed from the ground near the central scraped area. It flew eastwards across the northern mire, eventually coming to rest in a large birch tree.

I tried to get closer to the owl, and took a couple of shots, but the subject was too far away, even with the zoom lens. Close examination with a magnifying glass does reveal the distinctive bright yellow eyes, but how I wish I could have got closer.

Birds:  Short-eared Owl  Asio flammeus,  Snipe Gallinago gallinago - 2 seen, Jack Snipe  Lymnocryptes minimus - 2 seen, Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes,  Fieldfare  Turdus pilaris - 12 seen, Redwing  T. iliacus - small flock,  Mistle Thrush  T. viscivorus,  Robin  Erithacus rubecula,  Common Gull  Larus canus - over-flight,  Lesser Black-backed Gull  L. fuscus - over-flight, Blue Tit  Parus caeruleus,  Great Tit  P. major,  Skylark  Alauda arvensis,  Great Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocopos major,  Pheasant  Phasianus colchicus - 2 seen, Goldcrest  Regulus regulus,  Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo - juvenile seen, Woodcock  Scolopax rusticola,  Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus,  Green Woodpecker  Picus viridis.

Mammals:  Roe Deer Capreolus capreolus - 1 male, 2 females seen.

