BUXTON  HEATH  WILDLIFE  GROUP

The latest news from the heath!       Issue  214       Dated 15.03.05

No 749   Sat. 25.01.03          A sunny day with blue sky.

Len Wise, Colin Thompson, David Ruthven, Phil Davison, Amy Buckenham, Andy Hind, Zac Hickman, Sam Cheesman, Susan Stanley, Paul Woolnough, Nathalie Kausch, & Colin Penny = 12.

CLEARING GORSE AND BIRCH SCRUB - NW HEATH

The clearance work on this part of the dry heath continued.

During the afternoon, we had a walk to collect the water readings. Andy possibly wished he'd stayed on the dry heath work site as he misjudged his crossing point and plunged thigh-deep into cold mire water.

His attempts at escape were hilarious, and he was eventually covered with so much mud that Amy questioned her relationship with him!  The bonfire was used to dry out the latest victim of the mire.
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Birds:  Snipe Gallinago gallinago - 5 seen,  Jack Snipe  Lymnocryptes minimus - 1 seen,  Woodcock  Scolopax rusticola,  Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes,   Meadow Pipit  Anthus pratensis,  Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus, Greylag Goose  Anser anser - 2 seen,  Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos - female seen, Fieldfare  Turdus pilaris - 5 seen, Long-tailed Tit  Aegithalos caudatus, Skylark  Alauda arvensis.

Mammals:  Roe Deer  Capreolus capreolus - 2 seen.

Coleoptera:  7-spot Ladybird  Coccinella 7 punctata - seen during clearance work.

Hemiptera:  Gorse Shield Bug  Piezodorus lituratus - seen during clearance work.
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