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CLEARING GORSE FROM THE NORTH-WEST HEATH

Today we started work on a new area. Our work site was to the west of the Western Track, and we were looking to clear long, straggly gorse, much of which had been flattened by the wheels of the heavy plant machinery during the recent large-scale clearance operation.

This type of work is not easy, and we realised that this work site would keep us occupied for several Saturdays.

On the plus side, we were able to burn the cut gorse on our first bonfire of the winter. This meant that Nicolas (from Nice, France) experienced crumpet-toasting for the first time !

Birds:  Meadow Pipit  Anthus pratensis,  Pink-footed Goose  Anser brachyrhynchus - overflying skein,  Blackbird  Turdus merula,  Jay  Garrulus glandarius,  Magpie  Pica pica,  Brambling  Fringilla montifringilla - seen in Western Boundary trees,  Reed Bunting  Emberiza schoeniclus - around reed bed,  Great Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocopos major,  Long-tailed Tit  Aegithelos caudatus,  Woodcock  Scolopax rusticola - two seen.

In flower:  Common Gorse  Ulex europaeus.

Piezo readings:

1.1 162                 4.2    37

2.1 40                  5.1    13

2.2 29                  5.2    99

2.3 44                  6.1    14

3.1 27                  6.2    20

3.2 22                  7.1    78

4.1     36                 7.2     37

