BUXTON  HEATH  WILDLIFE  GROUP

The latest news from the heath!       Issue  204       Dated 28.12.04

No 739   Sat. 23.11.02          Rather dull and overcast.

Len Wise, Colin Thompson, David Ruthven, Phil Davison, Amy Buckenham, Hannah Moores, Antoinette Gregory, Nathalie Kausch, Michelle Stuckey, Elizabeth Daly, Liz Webb, & Colin Penny = 12.

CLEARING WIND-THROWN WOOD BY CHAINSAW

Last time, we noticed that the recent gale-force winds had caused a few problems at the eastern end of the valley mire. A cluster of tall trees, which border the Buxton Heath mire and Mervyn Williamson's northerly meadow, had been blown down. They had fallen onto the wire fence which had been installed to contain the grazing stock.

All of these fallen trees were still connected at their root ends, and my plan was to cut through their trunks in the hope that the weight of the soil and roots would make their shortened trunks spring back into an upright position, thereby freeing the perimeter fence.

I started cutting the branches off the trunk with the chainsaw, and other Group members carried these away to ensure an uncluttered work site. Finally, I started to cut through the large tree trunks themselves. As I started to section the last trunk, we noticed slight upward movement. Finally, as I cut through the last section of Birch trunk, the stunted cluster of trunks rotated to a vertical position, thereby freeing the fence in the process.

It just goes to show, some of the best-laid plans do sometimes work !

As we walked around the site during the afternoon, we noticed that some sizeable branches had come down from a large Oak which was just inside the camp site. The branches were, once again, crushing part of the stock-proof perimeter fence, so we set to work with bowsaws and soon remedied the situation.

Birds:  Snipe Gallinago gallinago,  Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes,  Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula - male seen,  Siskin  Carduelis spinus - a flock of about 40 seen,  Meadow Pipit  Anthus pratensis.

Mammals:  Wood Mouse  Apodemus sylvaticus  - a single seen running around large tree stump near work site.

Araneae:  Green Crab Spider - probably Diaea dorsata - brown patch on abdomen.

Plant Galls:  Cola Nut Galls on Oak buds caused by Gall Wasp Andricus lignicola.

In flower:  Lesser Spearwort  Ranunculus flammula,Ragged Robin  Lychnis flos-cuculi.

Piezo readings:

1.1 161                 4.2    35

2.1 39                  5.1    12

2.2 26                  5.2    98

2.3 42                  6.1    16

3.1 37                  6.2    19

3.2 21                  7.1    78

4.1     37                 7.2     35
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