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Len Wise, Colin Thompson, David Ruthven,  Antoinette Gregory, Elizabeth Daly, Jane Edgar, Takako Wakiyama (Chibo, Japan), & Colin Penny = 8.

CLEARING SCRUB, NORTH OF THE STREAM, IN THE CENTRAL VALLEY MIRE

Today we turned our attention to the Birch and Willow scrub that was gaining ground in the central valley mire. The terrain was quite difficult, with many of the young trees growing up from between large tussocks of Purple Moor Grass Molinia caerulea.
New to the Group today was Takako, the first Japanese person to join our ranks.

Whilst in the vicinity, I decided to clear some of the bramble which was smothering the most easterly of the wood chip "mountains". This site had proven popular with basking reptiles earlier in the year, and I thought I would open up the ledges for the mutual benefit of the reptiles, and reptile-watchers!

Jane captured my liberation efforts on film (album 103).

Birds:   Jay  Garrulus glandarius,  Goldcrest  Regulus regulus, Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes,  Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo - a pair overflying the mire.

In flower:  Ragged Robin  Lychnis flos-cuculi.

