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MOWING THE CENTRAL VALLEY MIRE

We continued the mowing of the central area, this time, to the east of piezo station 4.

As we reached our work site, we noticed much commotion from the northern heath. It sounded like some large machinery was on-site, and so we investigated.

After crossing the stream we were soon confronted by the largest machinery ever seen on the site. Two large logging machines, owned by M.J. Edwards of Brandon, were working their way across the scrubby area.

Some larger trees had already been felled by chainsaw, and these machines were using 'claws' to scoop up quite large branches and tree trunks, and feeding them into on-board chipping machines. 

The two 'monsters' were joined at intervals by a large yellow vehicle which had caterpillar tracks and a large collecting receptacle on its back. As their chip-collecting hoppers became full, the two large machines parked up on either side of the chip-collection vehicle in a type of heavyweight ballet.

Then, the hoppers were tipped sideways to empty their contents. As the chips cascaded into the waiting basket, the tremendous weight made the yellow vehicle tilt, until it was balanced by the second load.

New to the Group today were Andy and Nicholas.

Birds:  Snipe Gallinago gallinago - 3 seen,  Jay  Garrulus glandarius,  Redwing  Turdus iliacus,  Green Woodpecker  Picus viridis,  Pheasant  Phasianus colchicus - female.

Butterflies:  Small Copper  Lycaena phlaeas - 2 seen.

Odonata:   Common Darter  Sympetrum striolatum,  Migrant Hawker  Aeshna mixta.

Coleoptera:  Glow-worm  Lamyris noctiluca - larva.

