BUXTON  HEATH  WILDLIFE  GROUP

The latest news from the heath!       Issue  199       Dated 31.01.03

No 733   Sat. 05.10.02                        Sunny.

Colin Thompson, David Ruthven, Paul Woolnough, Nathalie Kausch, Hamish Dublon, Michelle Margot, & Colin Penny = 7.

MOWING IN THE CENTRAL VALLEY MIRE

The brushcutter was used to mow coarse vegetation from the area around piezo station 4. The mowings were carried away from the mowing site and dumped in the designated area.

Few species were logged today as we concentrated on our mowing task.

Birds:  Long-tailed Tit  Aegithalos caudatus,  Blue Tit  Parus caeruleus,  Snipe  Gallinago gallinago,  Goldcrest  Regulus regulus - 2 seen.

Coleoptera:  Sexton Beetle  Nicrophorus vespillo.  
Diptera:  Hover-fly  Syrphus ribesii - live specimen with a broken wing found and photographed.

Herptiles:  Adder  Vipera berus - 1 dead specimen.

In flower:  Lesser Spearwort  Ranunculus  flammula,  Ragged Robin  Lychnis flos-cuculi,  Cross-leaved Heath  Erica tetralix,  Western Gorse  Ulex gallii,    Devil's-bit Scabious  Succisa pratensis,  Grass of Parnassus  Parnassia palustris,  Marsh Thistle  Cirsium palustre. 

No. 734    Sat. 12.10.02         A very wet day !!!!!

Len Wise, Colin Thompson, Hamish Dublon, Michelle Margot, Liz Webb, Michelle Stuckey, Elizabeth Daly, David Ruthven, Amy Buckenham (Long Stratton, Norfolk), Jon D'Este Hoare (Petersfield, Hampshire), and Colin Penny = 11.

MOWING TASK - CENTRAL MIRE AREA

More mowing work to reduce the biomass of coarse vegetation to benefit the delicate flowering species. The weather could have been nicer!

Birds:  Goldcrest  Regulus regulus,  Coal Tit  Parus ater,  Long-tailed Tit  Aegithelos caudatus,  Snipe  Gallinago gallinago - 6 seen,  Linnet  Acanthis cannabina - 20 seen.

In flower:  Western Gorse  Ulex gallii,  Cross-leaved Heath  Erica tetralix,  Bell Heather  E. cinerea,  Lesser Spearwort  Ranunculus flammula,  Devil's-bit Scabious  Succisa pratensis,  Ragged Robin  Lychnis flos-cuculi.

