BUXTON  HEATH  WILDLIFE  GROUP

The latest news from the heath!       Issue  198       Dated 23.12.02

No 732   Sat. 28.09.02                        Sunny and warm.
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MOWING IN THE EASTERN PART OF THE VALLEY MIRE

A second week of mowing the eastern part of the mire, with the cuttings being transported by our 'litter' (a stretcher for vegetation) to the designated dumping site (affectionately known as the 'Sheep Bed', for obvious reasons !).

The afternoon was spent logging and photographing species.

Birds:  Snipe Gallinago gallinago - 4 seen, Robin  Erithacus rubecula,  Siskin  Carduelis spinus - a small flock ,  Long-tailed Tit  Aegithalos caudatus,  Magpie  Pica pica,  Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita,  Green Woodpecker  Picus viridis,  Great Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocopos major,  Goldcrest  Regulus regulus,  Meadow Pipit  Anthus pratensis.

Butterflies:  Small Copper  Lycaena phlaeas.

Moths:  Drinker  Philudoria potatoria - three larvae seen.

Odonata:   Common Darter  Sympetrum striolatum,  Southern Hawker  Aeshna cyanea,  Migrant Hawker  A. mixta.

Diptera:  Deer-fly  Lipoptena cervi.

Herptiles:  Common Lizard  Lacerta vivipara.

Plant Galls:  Small Rosette Gall on Grey Sallow Salix cinerea  shoot terminal  caused by Midge Rabdophaga cinerearum.

Araneae:  Orb-web Spider  Nuctenea cornuta.

Fungi:  Fly Agaric  Amanita muscaria,  Common Stinkhorn  Phallus impudicus.

In flower:  Lesser Spearwort  Ranunculus  flammula,  Tormentil  Potentilla erecta,  Ragged Robin  Lychnis flos-cuculi,  Marsh Lousewort  Pedicularis  palustris,  Bell Heather  Erica cinerea,  Cross-leaved Heath  E. tetralix,   Western Gorse  Ulex gallii,  Water Mint  Mentha aquatica,  Devil's-bit Scabious  Succisa pratensis,  Grass of Parnassus  Parnassia palustris,   

Marsh Thistle  Cirsium palustre,  Marsh Marigold  Caltha palustris,  Red Clover  Trifolium pratense,  Perrenial Sowthistle  Sonchus arvensis. 

