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MOWING IN THE EASTERN PART OF THE VALLEY MIRE

We used the brushcutter to mow coarse vegetation, such as Soft Rush and Purple Moor Grass, in a bid to give more 'breathing space' to more delicate plant species, especially Grass of Parnassus.

After lunch we logged species.

Birds:  Snipe Gallinago gallinago - 4 seen, House Martin  Delichon urbica, Heron  Ardea cinerea,  Robin  Erithacus rubecula,  Jay  Garrulus glandarius,  Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes,  Siskin  Carduelis spinus - flock of 4,  Long-tailed Tit  Aegithalos caudatus.

Butterflies:  Small Copper  Lycaena phlaeas,  Large White  Pieris brassicae,  Comma  Polygonia c-album,  Peacock  Inachis io,  Painted Lady  Cynthia cardui,  Brimstone  Gonepteryx rhamni.

Hemiptera:   Heath Assassin Bug  Coranus subapterus.

Odonata:   Common Darter  Sympetrum striolatum.

Coleoptera:  Minotaur Beetle  Typhaeus typhoeus,  7-spot Ladybird  Coccinella 7-punctata,  Whirligig Beetle  Gyrinus natator.

Orthoptera:  Short-winged Conehead  Conocephalus dorsalis,  Dark Bush-cricket  Pholidoptera griseoaptera.

Dermaptera:  Common Earwig  Forficula auricularia.

Herptiles:  Adder  Vipera berus - 6 seen,  Grass Snake  Natrix natrix - 3 seen,  Common Lizard  Lacerta vivipara,  Slow-worm  Anguis fragilis,   Common Frog  Rana temporaria.

Plant Galls:  Yellow Patch Gall on Meadowsweet leaves caused by Midge Dasineura pustulans.

In flower:  Lesser Spearwort  Ranunculus  flammula,  Tormentil  Potentilla erecta,  Ragged Robin  Lychnis flos-cuculi,  Marsh Lousewort  Pedicularis  

palustris,  Bell Heather  Erica cinerea,  Cross-leaved Heath  E. tetralix,  Ling  Calluna vulgaris,  Western Gorse  Ulex gallii,  Water Mint  Mentha aquatica,  

Eyebright  Euphrasia officinalis agg.,  Devil's-bit Scabious  Succisa pratensis,  Grass of Parnassus  Parnassia palustris,  Black Knapweed  Centaurea nigra,  Marsh Thistle  Cirsium palustre,  Harebell  Campanula rotundifolia,  Brooklime  Veronica beccabunga.

