BUXTON  HEATH  WILDLIFE  GROUP

The latest news from the heath!       Issue  196       Dated 15.09.02

No 729   Sun. 08.09.02  Rain most of morning, then drier later.

NORWICH ENVIRONMENTAL WEEKENDERS  (NEWS)  at Buxton Heath.

Buxton Heath Wildlife Group members included in the NEWS ranks were:  Colin Thompson, Steve Cook, Sarah George, Paul Woolnough, Liz Webb, plus the voluntary warden.

Norfolk Wildlife Trust warden John Milton had asked NEWS to clear smaller scrub from the western work site (as marked on the aerial map) in order to leave the way clear for the contractors. However, the rainy conditions and tall heather and bracken made walking difficult, and the work very tiring. It was also difficult to take the stumps down to ground level without the use of a chainsaw.

No. 730  Sat. 14.09.02        Mostly cloudy, occasional light rain.

Len Wise, Colin Thompson, David Ruthven, Phil Davison, Doug Arkell, Helen Berg, and Colin Penny = 7.

MOWING DAY

Today we commenced our Autumn mowing programme, tackling an area adjacent to the most easterly Environment Agency dip well (the green-coloured metal tube).

The areas mown last year resulted in increased numbers of Grass of Parnassus, Marsh Lousewort, and Eyebright , proving once again that the cutting and removal of coarse vegetation species (such as Purple Moor-grass and Soft Rush) allows more delicate species to expand their range in the mire.

We employed the same  management techniques as last year: mowing with the brushcutter, raking the cuttings onto our home-made stretcher, and then depositing them in the usual tree-ringed dump site.

Birds:  Green Woodpecker  Picus viridis,  Magpie  Pica pica,  Swallow  Hirundo rustica,  Jay  Garrulus glandarius,  Snipe  Gallinago gallinago,  House Martin  Delichon urbica,  Heron  Ardea cinerea - flew up from mire towards the 

northern heath, over the Bracken Hills trees (magnificent sight), Meadow Pipit  Anthus pratensis,  Wren Troglodytes troglodytes,  Robin Erithacus rubecula,  Reed Bunting  Emberiza schoeniclus.

Butterflies:  Speckled Wood  Pararge aegeria - 2 in car park.

Moths:  The Chevron Eulithis testata,  Angle Shades  Phlogophora meticulosa.      

Orthoptera:  Bog Bush-cricket  Metrioptera brachyptera.

Araneae:  Four-spotted Orb Spider Araneus quadratus,  Orb Spider  A. diadematus - 100's of both species, suspended from their webs.

Herptiles:  Common Frog  Rana temporaria,  Common Toad  Bufo bufo,  Common Lizard  Lacerta vivipara.

Plant Galls:  Fleshy Gall on Fen Bedstraw stems caused by Midge Geocrypta galii,  Cherry Gall  on Oak leaves caused by Gall Wasp  Cynips divisa,  Striped Pea Gall  on Oak leaves caused by Gall Wasp C. longiventris,  Cola Nut Gall  on Oak bud caused by Gall Wasp  Andricus lignicola,  Knopper Gall  on Oak acorn caused by Gall Wasp  A. quercuscalicis,  Silk Button Gall on Oak leaves caused by Gall Wasp  Neuroterus numismalis.

In flower:  Marsh Thistle  Cirsium palustre,  Lesser Spearwort  Ranunculus  flammula,  Tormentil  Potentilla erecta,  Ragged Robin  Lychnis flos-cuculi,  Marsh Lousewort  Pedicularis  palustris,  Bell Heather  Erica cinerea,  Cross-leaved Heath  E. tetralix,  Ling  Calluna vulgaris,  Fen Bedstraw  Galium uliginosum,  Western Gorse  Ulex gallii,  Marsh Willowherb  Epilobium palustre,  Water Mint  Mentha aquatica,  Eyebright  Euphrasia officinalis agg.,  Devil's-bit Scabious  Succisa pratensis,  Grass of Parnassus  Parnassia palustris,  Black Knapweed  Centaurea nigra,  Tufted Vetch  Vicia cracca,  Red Clover  Trifolium pratense. 

