BUXTON  HEATH  WILDLIFE  GROUP

The latest news from the heath!       Issue  195       Dated 10.09.02

No 728   Sat. 07.09.02    Rainy start, sun & blue sky at end of day.

Colin Thompson, Nathalie Kausch, Michelle Margot, Phil Davison, Liz Webb, & Colin Penny = 6.

BRACKEN CLEARANCE (a.m.) - STUDY TIME (p.m.)

We started by clearing up the remaining Bracken cut last week before moving on to other forage-harvested patches of heather. By lunchtime, some sizeable areas of new heather had been liberated from the smothering fern species.

Birds:  Yellowhammer  Emberiza citrinella,  Goldfinch  Carduelis carduelis - 3 juveniles feeding on thistle heads at the western mire, Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs,  Swallow  Hirundo rustica,  Crossbill  Loxia curvirostra - flock of 7 in the mire, Snipe  Gallinago gallinago - 3 seen.

Mammals:  Rabbit  Oryctolagus cunniculus,  Field Vole  Microtus agrestis.

Butterflies:  Speckled Wood  Pararge aegeria,  Red Admiral  Vanessa atalanta,  Small Tortoiseshell  Aglais urticae,  Large White  Pieris brassicae.

Moths:  Micro Moth  Coleoptera caespitiella,   The Vapourer   Orgyia antiqua - caterpillar found on oak trunk.  

Hemiptera:  Green Shield Bug  Palomena prasina - nymph.  

Odonata:   Common Darter  Sympetrum striolatum,  Migrant Hawker  Aeshna mixta.

Orthoptera:  Short-winged Conehead  Conocephalus dorsalis,  Common Groundhopper  Tetrix undulata,  Bog Bush-cricket  Metrioptera brachyptera.

Coleoptera:  Whirligig Beetle  Gyrinus natator.

Araneae:  Four-spotted Orb Spider Araneus quadratus,  Orb Spider  A. diadematus,  Hunting Spider  Pardosa amentata.

Herptiles:  Common Lizard  Lacerta vivipara,  Adder  Vipera berus,  Common Frog  Rana temporaria.

Plant Galls:  Funnel Galls deeply set in Oak branches, caused by Gall Wasp  Andricus quercuscorticis - the tops of the galls had been removed by predators,  Rolled Pinnule Gall on Bracken fronds caused by Fly Chirosia parvicornis,  Little Black Pudding Gall on Bracken fronds caused by Midge 

Dasineura filicina,  Fleshy Gall on Fen Bedstraw stems caused by Midge Geocrypta galii. 

In flower:  Lesser Spearwort  Ranunculus  flammula,  Tormentil  Potentilla erecta,  Ragged Robin  Lychnis flos-cuculi,  Marsh Lousewort  Pedicularis  palustris,  Bell Heather  Erica cinerea,  Cross-leaved Heath  E. tetralix,  Ling  Calluna vulgaris,  Fen Bedstraw  Galium uliginosum,  Western Gorse  Ulex 

gallii,  Marsh Willowherb  Epilobium palustre,  Marsh Marigold  Caltha palustris,  Water Mint  Mentha aquatica,  Eyebright  Euphrasia officinalis agg.,  Greater Bird's-foot Trefoil  Lotus uliginosus,  Square-stemmed St John's-wort  Hypericum tetrapterum,  Purple Loosestrife  Lythrum salicaria,  Devil's-bit Scabious  Succisa pratensis,  Fool's Watercress  Apium nodiflorum,  Marsh Thistle  Cirsium palustre,  Lesser Skullcap  Scutellaria minor. 

