BUXTON  HEATH  WILDLIFE  GROUP

The latest news from the heath!       Issue  194       Dated 09.09.02

No 727   Sat. 31.08.02    Sunny, with occasional cloud.

Len Wise, Colin Thompson, David Ruthven, Tracey Hobbs, Paul Woolnough, Doug Arkell, Nathalie Kausch, & Colin Penny = 8.

BRACKEN CLEARANCE (a.m.) - STUDY TIME (p.m.)

When we arrived at our Northern Track, top-of-the-hill work site, we found the eight grazing cattle looking very much at home in the Bracken we were intending to clear. As we started work, the cattle remained seated until we got a little too close, at which point, they wandered off to find 'bracken pastures new'. It's nice to know we've already gained their trust.

Birds:  Green Woodpecker  Picus viridis,  Magpie  Pica pica,  Swallow  Hirundo rustica,  Woodpigeon  Columba palumbus,  Crossbill  Loxia curvirostra - flock of approximately 20 setting down at various parts of the mire,  Snipe  Gallinago gallinago.

Butterflies:  Speckled Wood  Pararge aegeria,  Small Tortoiseshell  Aglais urticae,  Large White  Pieris brassicae.

Moths:  Straw Dot  Rivula sericealis.      

Hemiptera:   Green Shield Bug  Palomena prasina.

Odonata:   Common Darter  Sympetrum striolatum.

Diptera:  Hover-fly  Syrphus ribesii.
Araneae:  Four-spotted Orb Spider Araneus quadratus.

Herptiles:  Common Lizard  Lacerta vivipara,  Adder  Vipera berus.

Plant Galls:  Rolled Pinnule Gall on Bracken fronds caused by Fly Chirosia parvicornis,  Little Black Pudding Gall on Bracken fronds caused by Midge Dasineura filicina,  Fleshy Gall on Fen Bedstraw stems caused by Midge Geocrypta galii,  and on a single Oak standing at the north-eastern edge of the large willow island in the central mire (east of the piezo line), the following species were noted:  Striped Pea Gall  Cynips longiventris,  Cola Nut Gall  Andricus lignicola,  Knopper Gall A. quercuscalicis,  Silk Button Gall  Neuroterus numismalis.

In flower:  Lesser Spearwort  Ranunculus  flammula,  Tormentil  Potentilla erecta,  Ragged Robin  Lychnis flos-cuculi,  Marsh Lousewort  Pedicularis  palustris,  Bittersweet  Solanum dulcamara,  Bell Heather  Erica cinerea,  

Cross-leaved Heath  E. tetralix,  Ling  Calluna vulgaris,  Fen Bedstraw  Galium uliginosum,  Water Forget-me-not  Myosotis scorpioides,  Western Gorse  Ulex gallii,  Round-leaved Sundew  Drosera rotundifolia,  Marsh Willowherb  Epilobium palustre,  Marsh Marigold  Caltha palustris - 2 plants in flower,  Water Mint  Mentha aquatica,  Eyebright  Euphrasia officinalis agg.,  Greater Bird's-foot Trefoil  Lotus uliginosus,  Square-stemmed St John's-wort  Hypericum tetrapterum,  Purple Loosestrife  Lythrum salicaria,  Devil's-bit Scabious  Succisa pratensis,  Grass of Parnassus  Parnassia palustris,  Black Knapweed  Centaurea nigra,  Tufted Vetch  Vicia cracca,  Red Clover  Trifolium pratense. 

