BUXTON  HEATH  WILDLIFE  GROUP

The latest news from the heath!       Issue  193       Dated 09.09.02

No 726   Sat. 24.08.02    A mixture of cloud and sun.

Colin Thompson, David Ruthven, Paul Woolnough, & Colin Penny = 4.

BRACKEN CLEARANCE (A.M.) & STUDY TIME (P.M.)

This week we turned our attention to the forage-harvested strip at the top of the hill, adjacent to the Northern Track. 

Birds:  Green Woodpecker  Picus viridis,  Jay  Garrulus glandarius,  Magpie  Pica pica,  Snipe  Gallinago gallinago,  Turtle Dove  Streptopelia turtur.

Butterflies:  Green-veined White  Artogeia napi,  Speckled Wood  Pararge aegeria,  Gatekeeper  Pyronia tithonus,  Small Tortoiseshell  Aglais urticae,  Peacock  Inachis io,  Red Admiral  Vanessa atalanta,  Painted Lady  Cynthia cardui,  Large White  Pieris brassicae,  Clouded Yellow  Colias croceus. 

Moths:  Common Wainscot  Mythimna pallens,  Straw Dot  Rivula sericealis,  Red Underwing  Catocala nupta,  Large Yellow Underwing  Noctua pronuba,  Silver Y  Autographa gamma,  Common Carpet  Epirrhoe alternata alternata, The Chevron  Eulithis testata - single-brooded, flying in late July and August, inhabiting heathland and open woodland. Larvae can be found on sallow, aspen and birch in May and June. The species overwinters as an egg. The Vapourer  Orgyia antiqua - adult male,  Rush Veneer  Nomophila noctuella.

Coleoptera:  Whirligig Beetle  Gyrinus natator.

Odonata:   Southern Hawker  Aeshna cyanea,  Common Darter  Sympetrum striolatum.  

Orthoptera:  Bog Bush-cricket  Metrioptera brachyptera,  Dark Bush-cricket  Pholidoptera griseoaptera,  Common Groundhopper  Tetrix undulata,  Short-winged Conehead  Conocephalus dorsalis.

Herptiles:  Slow-worm  Anguis fragilis - 2 seen, including one juvenile.

Plant Galls:  Knopper Gall on Oak  acorns caused by Gall Wasp  Andricus quercuscalicis,  Artichoke Gall on Oak caused by Gall Wasp  A. fecundator,  Silk Button Spangle Gall  on Oak leaves caused by Gall Wasp  Neuroterus numismalis,  Common Spangle Gall  on Oak leaves caused by Gall Wasp N. quercusbaccarum,  Smooth Spangle Gall  on Oak leaves caused by Gall Wasp  N. albipes,  Cherry Gall  on Oak leaves caused by Gall Wasp  Cynips quercusfolii,  Striped Pea Gall on Oak leaves caused by Gall Wasp  C. longiventris,  Oak Apple Gall on Oak buds caused by Gall Wasp  Biorhiza pallida,  Little Black Pudding Gall on Bracken fronds caused by Fly Dasineura filicina.

Araneae:  Orb Spider  Araneus diadematus,  Four-spotted Orb Spider  A. quadratus,  Comb-footed Spider  Theridion pallens,  Spider  Agroeca brunnea - white egg case found on heather.

In flower:  Lesser Spearwort  Ranunculus flammula,  Ragged Robin  Lychnis flos-cuculi,   Marsh Lousewort  Pedicularis palustris,  Bittersweet  Solanum dulcamara,  Bell Heather  Erica cinerea,  Cross-leaved Heath  E. tetralix, Ling  Calluna vulgaris,  Fen Bedstraw  Galium uligonosum,  Water Mint  Mentha aquatica,  Greater Bird's-foot Trefoil  Lotus uliginosus,  Western Gorse  Ulex gallii,  Common Reed  Phragmites australis,  Marsh Willowherb  Epilobium palustre,  Devil's-bit Scabious  Succisa pratensis,  Water Forget-me-not  Myosotis scorpioides,  Purple Loosestrife  Lythrum salicaria,  Eyebright  Euphrasia sp.,  Marsh Thistle  Cirsium palustre,  Tormentil  Potentilla erecta, Leafy Hawkweed  Hieraceum umbellatum agg.

