BUXTON  HEATH  WILDLIFE  GROUP

The latest news from the heath!       Issue  192       Dated 07.09.02

No 725   Sat. 17.08.02    Hot and sunny.

Colin Thompson, Len Wise, Phil Davison,  Hamish Dublon,  Paul Woolnough, Tracey Hobbs, Kevin Lewis, Debbie Jackson, Stuart Rickards, Paul Westley, & Colin Penny = 11.

STUDY DAY.

Paying an annual, one-off visit from deepest Oxford were Kevin and Debbie. They were soon back in the swing of things with Kevin overcome with the excitement of being back on the site, and Debbie wasting no time in filling her wellies with muddy mire water. Just like old times, in fact!

Mammals:  Rabbit  Oryctolagus cunniculus.

Butterflies:  Green-veined White  Artogeia napi,  Brimstone  Gonepteryx rhamni,  Painted Lady  Cynthia cardui,  Gatekeeper  Pyronia tithonus,  Meadow Brown  Maniola jurtina,  Peacock  Inachis io,  Common Blue  Polyommatus icarus,  Small Tortoiseshell  Aglais urticae,  Speckled Wood  Pararge aegeria.

Moths:  Micro Moth  Coleophora caespitiella - white larval cases on seed heads of Soft Rush,  Silver Y  Autographa gamma,  Broom Moth  Ceramica pisi - fully-grown caterpillar seen, green-striped form (see photo below, left),  Pale Tussock  Calliteara pudibunda - caterpillar found (photo below, right). The adult flies from April to July, but in keeping with the rest of the family, does not feed. The larvae carry irritant hairs and feed on the leaves of many deciduous species.
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Hemiptera:   Green Shield Bug  Palomena prasina.

Odonata:   Common Blue Damselfly  Enallagma cyathigerum,  Common  Darter  Sympetrum striolatum,  Black-tailed Skimmer  Orthetrum cancellatum,  Broad-bodied Chaser Libellula depressa - Adult male and nymph found at Heath Pools.

Mecoptera:  Scorpion Fly  Panorpa communis.

Herptiles:  Common Lizard  Lacertsa vivipara,  Grass Snake  Natrix natrix - 3ft specimen encountered at Heath Pools. It escaped through Phil's legs after rearing up at him, cobra-like, and hissing loudly.

Plant Galls:  Cola Nut Gall  on  Oak buds caused by Gall Wasp  Andricus lignicola,  Artichoke Gall on Oak buds caused by Gall Wasp  Andricus fecundator,  Knopper Gall on Oak acorn caused by Gall Wasp  Andricus quercuscalicis.

In flower:  Lesser Spearwort  Ranunculus flammula,  Ragged Robin  Lychnis flos-cuculi,  Bell Heather  Erica cinerea,  Cross-leaved Heath  E. tetralix,  Fen Bedstraw  Galium uligonosum,  Red Clover  Trifolium pratense,  Water Mint  Mentha aquatica,  Greater Bird's-foot Trefoil  Lotus uliginosus,  Western 

Gorse  Ulex gallii,  Tufted Vetch  Viccia cracca,  Common Reed  Phragmites australis,  Marsh Willowherb  Epilobium palustre,  Ling  Calluna vulgaris,  Marsh Thistle  Cirsium palustre,  Black Knapweed  Centaurea nigra,  White Beak-sedge  Rhynchospira alba,  Round-leaved Sundew  Drosera rotundifolia,  Eyebright  Euphrasia sp., Red Campion  Silene dioica,  Tormentil  

Potentilla erecta,  Common Milkwort  Polygala vulgaris,  Stitchwort Stellaria sp.
�








�








