BUXTON  HEATH  WILDLIFE  GROUP

The latest news from the heath!       Issue  191       Dated 06.09.02

No 724   Sat. 10.08.02    Mainly hot and sunny.

Colin Thompson, Len Wise, Hamish Dublon, Paul Woolnough,  Michelle Margot, Tracey Hobbs, Stuart Rickards, Andy Dolman, Birgit Eitner (Berlin, Germany), & Colin Penny = 10.

STUDY DAY

Today, we welcomed Tracey back to the fold after quite a long time away. In addition, Andy paid one of his occasional, flying visits, this time, accompanied by Birgit who is also studying at Birmingham University.

During our studies, we targeted certain oak trees which we felt should be spared during the next round of major clearance work. The chosen trees were marked with lengths of red and white tape.

Birds:  Sparrowhawk  Accipiter nisus,  Lesser Black-back  Gull  Larus fuscus - overflight,  Nightjar  Caprimulgus europaeus - a male and female flew up from heather/bracken cover at the heathland area north of piezo station 7 (at 1125 in full sunshine!). We wondered if they were leading us away from fledglings,  Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus,  Green Woodpecker  Picus viridis,  Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto,  Meadow Pipit  Anthus pratensis,  Swallow  Hirundo rustica,  Yellowhammer  Emberiza citrinella.

Butterflies:  Green-veined White  Artogeia napi,  Painted Lady  Cynthia cardui,  Speckled Wood  Pararge aegeria,  Silver-studded Blue  Plebejus argus,  Gatekeeper  Pyronia tithonus,  Meadow Brown  Maniola jurtina,  Large Skipper  Ochlodes venatus,  Small Skipper  Thymelicus flavus,  Wall Brown Lasiommata megera,  Small Tortoiseshell  Aglais urticae,  Large White  Pieris brassicae.

Moths:  Silver Y  Autographa gamma,  Large Yellow Underwing  Noctua pronuba,  Geometer (photo in album 100) - unidentified,  Micro Moth  Pyrausta aurata,  Micro Moth  Coleophora caespitiella - white larval cases on the seed heads of Soft Rush  Juncus effusus.

Coleoptera:  7-spot Ladybird  Coccinella 7-punctata,  14-spot Ladybird  Propylea 14-punctata.

Hemiptera:   Green Shield Bug  Palomena prasina - nymph.

Odonata:   Blue-tailed Damselfly  Ischnura elegans,  Black-tailed Skimmer  Orthetrum cancellatum,  Migrant Hawker  Aeshna mixta,  Southern Hawker  A. cyanea,  Common Darter  Sympetrum striolatum.

Orthoptera:  Bog Bush-cricket  Metrioptera brachyptera - female,  Short-winged Conehead  Conocephalus dorsalis - female.

Diptera:  Crane-fly  Tipula sp.,  Snipe-fly  Rhagio scolopacea,  Hover-fly  Episyrphus balteatus,  Horse-fly  Chrysops relictus - welcomed Birgit to Hevingham by biting her hand!

Herptiles:  Common Lizard  Lacerta vivipara,  Adder  Vipera berus.

Araneae:  Comb-footed Spider  Theridion pallens - one female guarding two white egg sacs on oak leaf,  Orb Spider  Araneus quadratus.

Plant Galls:  On 'spine oak' =  Cynips longiventris,  Pea Gall  C. divisa.

On 2 oaks west of Western Track = Andricus inflator,  Oak Apple Gall  Biorhiza pallida. On oaks in the central, 'scraped' area = Knopper Gall  Andricus quercuscalicis,  Marble Gall  A. kollari,  Pea Gall  Cynips divisa,  Common Spangle Gall  Neuroterus quercus baccarum.

In flower:  Lesser Spearwort  Ranunculus flammula,  Ragged Robin  Lychnis flos-cuculi,   Fool's Watercress  Apium nodiflorum,  Marsh Lousewort  Pedicularis palustris,  Bittersweet  Solanum dulcamara,  Bell Heather  Erica cinerea,  Cross-leaved Heath  E. tetralix, Ling  Calluna vulgaris,  Fen Bedstraw  Galium uligonosum,  Red Clover  Trifolium pratense,  Water Mint  Mentha aquatica,  Meadowsweet  Filipendula ulmaria, Square-stemmed St John's-wort  Hypericum tetrapterum,  Greater Bird's-foot Trefoil  Lotus uliginosus,  Western Gorse  Ulex gallii,  Tufted Vetch  Viccia cracca,  Fragrant Orchid  Gymnadenia conopsea,  Marsh Helleborine  Epipactis palustris,  Common Reed  Phragmites australis,  Wild Angelica  Angelica sylvestris,  Marsh Willowherb  Epilobium palustre,  Eyebright  Euphrasia sp.,  Water Forget-me-not  Myosotis scorpioides,  Lesser Skullcap  Scutellaria minor, Hemp Agrimony  Eupatorium cannabinum,  Spear Thistle  Cirsium vulgare, Marsh Thistle  C. palustre - including a white specimen,  Common Fleabane  Pulicaria dysenterica,  Lady's Smock  Cardamine pratensis - one only in flower,  Marsh Marigold  Caltha palustris - one in flower,  Leafy Hawkweed  Hieraceum umbellatum agg.,  Devil's-bit Scabious  Succisa pratensis.

