BUXTON  HEATH  WILDLIFE  GROUP

The latest news from the heath!       Issue  190       Dated 05.09.02

No 723   Sat. 27.07.02    Hot and sunny.

Colin Thompson, Len Wise, David Ruthven,  Phil Davison,  Hamish Dublon,  Paul Woolnough,  Michelle Margot, & Colin Penny = 8.

STUDY DAY.

Birds:  Yellowhammer  Emberiza citrinella, Green Woodpecker  Picus viridis,    Moorhen  Gallinula chloropus,  Swallow  Hirundo rustica,  Pheasant  Phasianus colchicus - juveniles flushed in mire,  Sparrowhawk  Accipiter nisus.

Mammals:  Roe Deer  Capreolus capreolus.

Butterflies:  Green-veined White  Artogeia napi,  White Admiral  Limenitis camilla,  Speckled Wood  Pararge aegeria,  Silver-studded Blue  Plebejus argus,  Gatekeeper  Pyronia tithonus,  Meadow Brown  Maniola jurtina,  Ringlet  Aphantopus hyperantus,  Large Skipper  Ochlodes venatus,  Small Skipper  Thymelicus flavus,  Purple Hairstreak  Quercusia quercus.

Coleoptera:  7-spot Ladybird  Coccinella 7-punctata,  Yellow Longhorn  Strangalia maculata.

Hemiptera:   Common Pond Skater  Gerris lacustris,  Water Cricket  Velia caprai.

Crustacea:  Freshwater Shrimp  Gammarus pulex.

Odonata:   Blue-tailed Damselfly  Ischnura elegans,  Large Red Damselfly  Pyrrhosoma nymphula,  Four-spotted Chaser  Libellula quadrimaculata,  Black-tailed Skimmer  Orthetrum cancellatum.  

Orthoptera:  Bog Bush-cricket  Metrioptera brachyptera - female.

Diptera:  Cleg-fly  Haematopota pluvialis.  
Herptiles:  Common Lizard  Lacerta vivipara,  Adder  Vipera berus - 9" 'bootlace' specimen,  Common Frog  Rana temporaria - tiny juvenile.

Plant Galls:  Bean Galls on Grey Sallow  leaves caused by Midge  Iteomyia major,  Cigar Galls on Common Reed  Phragmites australis caused by Fly  Lipara lucens.  Adult insects emerge from the end of May to early July. The females carry mature eggs and mate immediately. They usually lay in excess of 50 eggs, selecting thinner reed shoots that tend to give a higher larval 

survival rate.  A single slender yellow egg is deposited on the surface of the reed shoot. The eggs hatch after about 9 days, and the larva crawls up the shoot and enters under the edge of a leaf sheath. It then gnaws its way through the enwrapped leaves until it reaches the growing point. It then feeds on the young leaves above the growing point.  The presence of the larva stunts the growth of the newly-formed internodes, and the cigar gall forms (photo below, left). 

After a few weeks, the gall is fully formed, and the larva gnaws its way into the gall chamber via the growing point, and continues feeding.  L. lucens  has three larval instars, finally becoming white, with a length up to 12 mm and a width of 3 mm. By the end of August, the larva stops feeding, turns its head upwards and goes into diapause. It pupates the following spring, and the new flies exit the gall by climbing up between the enwrapped leaves above the growing point.

We sometimes find spiralled leaves emerging from stunted, partial galls (photo below, right). These occur when the larva dies prematurely and the shoot resumes normal growth. 
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Fishes:  Three-spined Stickleback  Gasterosteus aculeatus - a shoal in open part of stream, near western reed bed.

Araneae:  Orb Spider  Araneus diadematus.

In flower:  Lesser Spearwort  Ranunculus flammula,  Water Speedwell Veronica anagallis-aquatica,  Common Cotton Grass  Eriophorum angustifolium,  Ragged Robin  Lychnis flos-cuculi,   Fool's Watercress  Apium nodiflorum,  Marsh Lousewort  Pedicularis palustris,  Bittersweet  Solanum dulcamara,  Bell Heather  Erica cinerea,  Cross-leaved Heath  E. tetralix, Ling  Calluna vulgaris,  Fen Bedstraw  Galium uligonosum,  Red Clover  Trifolium pratense,  Water Mint  Mentha aquatica,  Meadowsweet  Filipendula ulmaria, Square-stemmed St John's-wort  Hypericum tetrapterum,  Greater Bird's-foot Trefoil  Lotus uliginosus,  Western Gorse  Ulex gallii,  Tufted Vetch  Viccia cracca,  Fragrant Orchid  Gymnadenia conopsea,  Marsh Helleborine  Epipactis palustris,  Common Reed  Phragmites australis,  Wild Angelica Angelica sylvestris,  Marsh Willowherb  Epilobium palustre,  Ragwort  Senecio jacobaea.
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