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No 721  Thurs 18.07.02    

Illustrated talk at the Old Catton Society, Village Hall, Old Catton.

Colin Thompson assisted the voluntary warden with the presentation of the Buxton Heath talk. Also present from the Group was 'local man' Len Wise. The audience of some 60 Society members seemed to thoroughly enjoy seeing some of our natural splendours, and we fielded some very good questions at the end of the presentation.

Our thanks to Mrs Anne Jones, Society secretary, for inviting us to attend.

No 722   Sat. 20.07.02    Hot, sunny, with occasional cloud.

Colin Thompson, Len Wise, Phil Davison, Paul Woolnough, Doug Arkell, Paul Westley, Rinku ????????????? & Colin Penny = 8.

We spent the morning clearing bracken from the scraped area, north of the heath pools, in order to liberate the new heather plants.

The afternoon was spent studying and logging species.

Birds:  Yellowhammer  Emberiza citrinella, Green Woodpecker  Picus viridis,     Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita,  Turtle Dove  Streptopelia turtur,  Stock Dove  Columba oenas - 2 seen, overflying the site.

Butterflies:  Common Blue  Polyommatus icarus,  Red Admiral  Vanessa atalanta,  Speckled Wood  Pararge aegeria,  Silver-studded Blue  Plebejus argus - approximately 8 seen,  Meadow Brown  Maniola jurtina,  Small Skipper  Thymelicus flavus,  Large Skipper  Ochlodes venatus,  Ringlet  Aphantopus hyperantus,  Gatekeeper  Pyronia tithonus.

Moths:  5-spot Burnet  Zygaena trifolii,  Scallop Shell  Rheumaptera undulata - photograph in album 99. Single-brooded, flying June and July. Larvae are found on aspen and sallow from August to October. Overwinters as a pupa,  Micro Moth  Catoptria pinella - see album 99.

Hemiptera:   Common Backswimmer  Notonecta glauca,  Common Pond Skater  Gerris lacustris - approx. 60 seen on the 'Frog Hollow' puddle.

Odonata:   Large Red Damselfly  Pyrrhosoma nymphula,  Blue-tailed Damselfly  Ischnura elegans,  Four-spotted Chaser  L. quadrimaculata,  Emperor Dragonfly  Anax imperator - resting on heather.

Hymenoptera:  Green Sawfly  Rhogogaster viridis - egg-laying on oak (album 99).

Orthoptera:  Bog Bush-cricket  Metrioptera brachyptera - nymph,  Short-winged Conehead  Conocephalus dorsalis - several nymphs seen,  Common Groundhopper  Tetrix undulata,  Common Field Grasshopper  Chorthippus brunneus.

Herptiles:  Common Frog  Rana temporaria,  Adder  Vipera berus,  Slow-worm  Anguis fragilis.

Plant Galls:  Common Spangle Galls on Oak leaves caused by Gall Wasp  Neuroterus quercusbaccarum,  Pea Gall on Oak leaves caused by Gall Wasp  Cynips divisa.

In flower:   Lesser Spearwort  Ranunculus flammula,  Water Speedwell  Veronica anagallis-aquatica, Tormentil  Potentilla erecta,  Ragged Robin  Lychnis flos-cuculi,  Bittersweet  Solanum dulcamara,  Bell Heather  Erica cinerea,  Cross-leaved Heath  E. tetralix,  Ling  Calluna vulgaris,  Fen Bedstraw  Galium uligonosum,  Common Twayblade  Listera ovata,  Marsh Thistle  Cirsium palustre,  Red Clover  Trifolium pratense,  White Clover  T. repens,  Marsh Gentian  Gentiana pneumonanthe,  Round-leaved Sundew  Drosera rotundifolia,  White Beak-sedge  Rhynchospira alba several plants at heath pools,  Great Reedmace  Typha latifolia,  Marsh Willowherb  Epilobium palustre,  Rosebay Willowherb  E. angustifolium,  Square-stemmed St John's-wort  Hypericum tetrapterum,  Meadowsweet  Filipendula ulmaria,  Hemp Agrimony  Eupatorium cannabinum,  Greater Bird's-foot Trefoil  Lotus uliginosus,  Bog Pimpernel  Anagallis tenella,  Common Centaury  Centaurium erythraea,  Bittersweet  Solanum dulcamara,  Ragwort  Senecio jacobaea,  Bog Pondweed  Potamogeton polygonifolius,  Marsh Helleborine  Epipactis palustris.


