BUXTON  HEATH  WILDLIFE  GROUP

The latest news from the heath!       Issue  188       Dated 23.08.02

No 720   Sat. 13.07.02    Hot, sunny, with occasional cloud.

Colin Thompson, Len Wise,  David Ruthven,  Paul Woolnough,  Michelle Margot,  Helen Berg,  & Colin Penny = 7.

STUDY DAY.

Today we welcomed Helen to the Group. She learned of our operation from David during a chance meeting at Foxley Wood. Michelle paid a fleeting visit,  accompanied by her father, Paul, and brother, Jeremy. She wanted to show them as many of Norfolk's special places as possible, during their brief visit from Switzerland. Obviously, Buxton Heath was the star attraction !

Birds:  Yellowhammer  Emberiza citrinella, Green Woodpecker  Picus viridis,    Great Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocopos major,  Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita,  Swallow  Hirundo rustica,  Goldfinch  Carduelis carduelis,  Turtle Dove  Strepetopelia turtur,  Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus.

Mammals:  Roe Deer  Capreolus capreolus.

Butterflies:  Green-veined White  Artogeia napi,  Common Blue  Polyommatus icarus,  Red Admiral  Vanessa atalanta,  Small Tortoiseshell  Aglais urticae, Meadow Brown  Maniola jurtina,  Comma  Polygonia c-album,  Ringlet  Aphantopus hyperantus,  Small Skipper  Thymelicus flavus,  Large Skipper  Ochlodes venatus,  Purple Hairstreak  Quercusia quercus,  White Admiral  Limenitis camilla -(photo below),  Silver-studded Blue  Plebejus argus.
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Moths:  Common Wave  Cabera exanthemata,  Four-dotted Footman  Cybosia mesomella,  Blackneck  Lygephila pastinum,  5-spot Burnet  Zygaena trifolii, Straw Dot  Rivula sericealis,  Grass Emerald  Pseudoterpna pruinata.      

Coleoptera:  7-spot Ladybird  Coccinella 7-punctata,  Red Oak Leaf Roller  Attelabus nitens,  Thistle Longhorn  Agapanthea villosoviridescens.
Orthoptera:  Common Groundhopper  Tetrix undulata.

Odonata:   Large Red Damselfly  Pyrrhosoma nymphula,  Four-spotted Chaser  Libellula quadrimaculata,  Black-tailed Skimmer  Orthetrum cancellatum, Common Darter  Sympetrum striolatum.

Araneae:  Comb-footed Spider  Theridion pallens - small yellow female guarding her tiny white egg case on underside of Oak leaves,  Crab Spider  Misumena vatia, - a bright yellow specimen (photographed).

Herptiles:  Slow-worm   Anguis fragilis - 10" specimen,  Common Lizard  Lacerta vivipara,  Adder  Vipera berus,  Grass Snake  Natrix natrix - a 3' specimen.

Fungi:  Golden Fungus - unidentified, but photographed - growing on an old wood chip 'mountain'.

In flower:  Lady's Smock  Cardamine pratensis,  Lesser Spearwort  Ranunculus flammula,  Tormentil  Potentilla erecta,  Ragged Robin  Lychnis flos-cuculi - including one white example in the newly-exposed northern mire,  Marsh Lousewort  P. palustris,  Bell Heather  Erica cinerea,  Cross-leaved Heath  E. tetralix,  Fen Bedstraw  Galium uliginosum,  Water Forget-me-not  Myosotis scorpioides,  Rosebay Willowherb  Epilobium angustifolium,  Marsh Willowherb  E. palustre,  Self-heal  Prunella vulgaris,  Unbranched Bur-reed  Sparganium simplex,  Southern Marsh Orchid  Dactylorhiza praetermissa - northern mire,  Bog Pimpernel  Anagallis tenella,  Greater Bird's-foot Trefoil  Lotus uliginosus,  Marsh Thistle  Cirsium palustre,  Marsh Helleborine  Epipactis palustris,  Fragrant Orchid  Gymnadenia conopsea,  Fool's Watercress  Apium nodiflorum,  Tufted Vetch  Viccia cracca,  Red Clover  Trifolium pratense,  Meadowsweet  Filipendula ulmaria,  Quaking Grass  Briza media,  Common Dodder  Cuscuta epithymum,  Yellow Rattle  Rhinanthus minor,  Square-stemmed St John's-wort  Hypericum tetrapterum,  Hemp Agrimony  Eupatorium cannabinum,  Purple Loosestrife  Lythrum salicaria,  Great Reedmace  Typha latifolia,  Alder Buckthorn  Frangula alnus,  Common Centaury  Centaurium erythraea,  Brookweed  Samolus valerandi,  Water Speedwell  Veronica anagallis-aquatica,  Wood Sage  Teucrium scorodonia.

Not in flower:  Marsh Pennywort  Hydrocotyle vulgaris,  Lesser Skullcap  Scutellaria minor - spreading through northern mire,  Marsh Gentian  Gentiana pneumonanthe - 4" tall plants seen.
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