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09.06.02 -  12.07.02

During this period, voluntary warden Colin Penny was away in Hungary, carrying out research into gall-inducing cynipid wasps, their parasitoids, and inquilines. The study featured four oak species:  Pedunculate or English Oak  Quercus robur,   Sessile Oak  Q. petraea, Turkey Oak  Q. cerris,  and Downy Oak  Q. pubescens.

In Colin's absence, water readings were collected by Doug Arkell, and other Group members paid visits, taking note of species seen.
Sat 22.06.02   Cloudy, little sunshine, fresh westerly wind, 66-68 F.

A study visit by David Ruthven.

Birds:  Yellowhammer  Emberiza citrinella, Green Woodpecker  Picus viridis,    Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs, Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita,  Heron  Ardea cinerea,  Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus,  Woodcock  Scolopax rusticola,  Skylark  Alauda arvensis,  Meadow Pipit  Anthus  pratensis,  Pheasant  Phasianus colchicus - nest found in mire containing 11 eggs.

Mammals:  Roe Deer  Capreolus capreolus - 2 seen.

Butterflies:  Common Blue  Polyommatus icarus - 1 male,  Speckled Wood  Pararge aegeria - 1 worn specimen,  Silver-studded Blue Plebejus argus - 10 males, just emerged,  Large Skipper  Ochlodes venatus - 7 seen,  Ringlet  Aphantopus hyperantus - 3 seen,  Meadow Brown  Maniola jurtina - 4 seen,  Painted Lady  Cynthia cardui -  2 males, 1 female,  Orange Tip  Anthocharis cardamines - 1 larva on Lay's Smock.

Moths:  Common White Wave  Cabera pusaria,  Common Wave  C. exanthemata - 2 seen,  Green Carpet  Colostygia pectinataria - normally single-brooded (May to July), larvae August to May on Bedstraw,  Common Heath  Ematurga atomaria - several,  Brown Silver Line  Petrophora chlorosata,  Yellow Shell  Camptogramma bilineata bilineata - single-brooded, flying from mid-June to mid-August, larvae found September to May on dock, chickweed, and other low plants, Lead Belle  Scotopteryx mucronata umbrifera - 5 seen,  Cinnabar  Tyria jacobaeae,  Light Emerald  Campaea margaritata - normally single-brooded, flying in July to August, larvae found on oak, birch and other deciduous trees from September to May,  Drinker  Philudoria potatoria - 1 large larva seen,  Broad-bordered Bee Hawk-moth  Hippotion fuciformis - 3 small larvae seen.      

Odonata:   Four-spotted Chaser  Libellula quadrimaculata - 3 seen,  Common Darter  Sympetrum striolatum - 2 seen.

In flower:   Brooklime  Veronica  beccabunga,  Tormentil  Potentilla erecta,      Ragged Robin  Lychnis flos-cuculi,  Lousewort  Pedicularis sylvatica,  Marsh Lousewort  P. palustris,  Yellow Rattle  Rhinanthus minor,  Heath Bedstraw  Galium saxatile,  Fen Bedstraw  G. uligonosum,  Hedge Woundwort  Stachys sylvatica,  Common Centaury  Centaurium erythraea,  Brookweed  Samolus 

valerandi,  Bog Pimpernel  Anagallis tenella,  Climbing Corydalis  Corydalis claviculata,  Common Milkwort  Polygala vulgaris,  Tufted Vetch  Viccia cracca,  Meadow Vetchling  Lathyrus pratensis,  Greater Bird's-foot Trefoil  Lotus  uliginosus,     Marsh & Spotted Orchid hybrids  Dactylorhiza sp - many seen, but difficult to identify, Marsh Helleborine  Epipactis palustris - good numbers present,  Wild Privet  Ligustrum vulgare.

