BUXTON  HEATH  WILDLIFE  GROUP

The latest news from the heath!       Issue  184       Dated 23.08.02

No 718   Sat. 01.06.02    Hot, sunny, with occasional cloud.

Colin Thompson, David Ruthven, & Colin Penny = 3.

STUDY DAY.

Birds:  Yellowhammer  Emberiza citrinella, Green Woodpecker  Picus viridis,    Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs, Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita,  Willow Warbler  P. trochilus,  Magpie  Pica pica,  Blackcap  Sylvia atricapilla.

Mammals:  Rabbit  Oryctolagus cuniculus.

Butterflies:  Green-veined White  Artogeia napi,  Common Blue  Polyommatus icarus,  Red Admiral  Vanessa atalanta,  Brimstone  Gonepteryx rhamni - male,  Holly Blue  Celastrina argiolus,  Speckled Wood  Pararge aegeria.

Moths:  Common White Wave  Cabera pusaria,  Common Carpet  Epirrhoe alternata alternata,  Common Heath  Ematurga atomaria,  Mother Shipton  Callistege mi,  Bloodvein  Timandra griseata.      

Coleoptera:  7-spot Ladybird  Coccinella 7-punctata,  Green Tiger Beetle  Cicindela campestris,  Leaf Beetle (bronze)  Lochmaea caprea - abundant on Sallow,  Red Oak Leaf Roller  Attelabus nitens,  Garden Chafer  Phyllopertha horticola - several in mating cluster,  Thistle Longhorn  Agapanthea villosoviridescens,  Soldier Beetle  Cantharis livida,  Click Beetle  - species unknown.

Hemiptera:   Common Pond Skater  Gerris lacustris.

Plecoptera:  Stonefly  Leuctra fusca - on Willow stems.

Crustacea:  Freshwater Shrimp  Gammarus pulex.

Neuroptera:  Alder Fly  Sialis lutaria.

Odonata:   Azure Damselfly  Coenagrion puella,  Large Red Damselfly  Pyrrhosoma nymphula,  Broad-bodied Chaser  Libellula depressa,  Four-spotted Chaser  L. quadrimaculata.

Orthoptera:  Speckled Bush-cricket  Leptophyes punctatissima - nymphs on Broom.

Diptera:  Snipe-fly  Rhagio scolpacea,  Drone-fly  Eristalis sp.,  Cranefly  - unidentified, but with triangular markings on its wings.

Araneae:  Zebra Spider  Evarcha falcata,  Crab Spider Xysticus sp.,  Comb-footed Spider  Theridion pallens - small yellow female guarding her tiny white egg case on underside of Oak leaves,  Orb Spider  Nuctenea cornuta,  Orb Spider  Araniella cucurbitina - green with bright red patch above spinners.

Herptiles:  Common Lizard  Lacerta vivipara,  Adder  Vipera berus.

Plant Galls:  Red Pimple Galls on upper side of  Grey Sallow  leaves caused by Mite Aceria tetanthrix laevis.

In flower:  Lady's Smock  Cardamine pratensis,  Celery-leaved Buttercup  Ranunculus sceleratus,    Creeping Buttercup  R. repens,  Lesser Spearwort  R. flammula,  Heath Speedwell  Veronica officinalis - with blue petals,  Brooklime  V. beccabunga,  Bugle  Ajuga retans,  Tormentil  Potentilla erecta,  Common Cotton Grass  Eriophorum angustifolium,  Broom  Cytisus scoparius,  Black Bog-rush  Schoenus nigricans,  Ragged Robin  Lychnis flos-cuculi,  Yellow Flag Iris  Iris pseudacorus,  Watercress  Nasturtium officinale,  Marsh Valerian  Valeriana dioica,  Herb Robert  Geranium robertianum,  Lousewort  Pedicularis sylvatica,  Marsh Lousewort  P. palustris,  Bittersweet  Solanum dulcamara,  Common Butterwort  Pinguicula vulgaris,  Star Sedge  Carex echinata,  Common Sedge  C. nigra,  Bell Heather  Erica cinerea,  Heath Bedstraw  Galium saxatile,  Soft Rush  Juncus effusus,  Water Forget-me-not  Myosotis scorpioides,  Hedge Woundwort  Stachys sylvatica,  Common Figwort  Scrophularia nodosa,  Ground Ivy  Glechoma hederacea,  Rhododendron  Rhododendron ponticum - this alien shrub has been present on the site for many years in one particular central area. The specimen was much reduced in size by contractors during clearance work, but it continues to thrive. 

Not in flower:  Marsh Helleborine  Epipactis palustris - leaves appearing,  Water Figwort  Scrophularia auriculata - growing in Bracken at our 'lay-by' parking place,  Water Starwort  Callitriche stagnalis agg. - growing in puddles along the Western Track.

