BUXTON  HEATH  WILDLIFE  GROUP

The latest news from the heath!       Issue  183       Dated 09.08.02

No 716   Sat. 11.05.02     Overcast, wet vegetation.

A solo visit (0645-0730) by voluntary warden Colin Penny to collect the water readings for Dr Dirk Boeye.

Birds:  Yellowhammer  Emberiza citrinella, Green Woodpecker  Picus viridis,   Linnet  C. cannabina - small flock,  Pheasant  Phasianus colchicus,  Robin  Erithacus rubecula,  Willow Warbler  Phylloscopus trochilus,  Magpie  Pica pica.

Mammals:  Roe Deer  Capreolus capreolus - heard barking in the mire.

Butterflies:  Green-veined White  Artogeia napi.

Herptiles:  Common Frog  Rana temporaria.

Mollusca:  White-lipped Banded Snail  Cepaea hortensis,  Black Slug Arion ater.

Plant Galls: Oak Apple Gall on English Oak  Quercus robur  caused by Gall Wasp  Biorhiza pallida. This gall-type produces males and females, and is known as the sexual generation. The female-only agamic or assexual generation emerge from galls formed on the roots of the oak.

In flower:   Marsh Valerian  Valeriana dioica,  Lady's Smock  Cardamine pratensis,  Common Gorse  Ulex europaeus,  Ground Ivy  Glechoma hederacea,  Common Milkwort  Polygala vulgaris,  Field Wood-rush  Luzula campestris,  Deergrass  Scirpus cespitosus.

No. 717   Sun. 19.05.02             Dull and overcast.

Solo visit by Colin Penny to collect water readings.

In flower:   Ragged Robin  Lychnis flos-cuculi,  Lesser Spearwort  Ranunculus flammula,  Tormentil  Potentilla erecta.

Sat. 25.05.02        A site visit by Colin Thompson & David Ruthven
Birds:  Blackcap  Sylvia atricapilla,  Green Woodpecker  Picus viridis,  Willow Warbler  Phylloscopus trochilus. 

Mammals:  Roe Deer  Capreolus capreolus - 2 seen.

Butterflies:  Large White  Pieris brassicae,  Green-veined White  Artogeia napi.

Moths:  Common Heath  Ematurga atomaria,  Short-cloaked  Nola cucullatella - single-brooded, flying in June and July, and found in woodlands, commons and hedgerows.  The larvae can be found from August to May on Hawthorn, Blackthorn,  Apple and Plum. The species overwinters as a small larva.

Odonata:  Broad-bodied Chaser  Libellula depressa - female,  Four-spotted Chaser  L. quadrimaculata.

Diptera:  Snipe-fly  Rhagio scolopacea.

Coleoptera:  Garden Chafer  Phyllopertha horticola,  Green Tiger Beetle  Cicindela campestris,  Ground Beetle (?)

Herptiles:  Adder  Vipera berus - 2 seen,  Slow-worm  Anguis fragilis - young.

In flower:  Common Butterwort  Pinguicula vulgaris,  Early Marsh Orchid  Dactylorhiza incarnata,  Bugle  Ajuga reptans,  Tormentil  Potentilla erecta, Brooklime  Veronica beccabunga,  Germander Speedwell  V. chamaedrys, Heath Bedstraw  Galium saxatile,  Petty Whin  Genista anglica,  Lady's Smock  Cardamine pratensis,  Marsh Valerian  Valeriana dioica,  Lousewort  Pedicularis sylvatica,  Marsh Lousewort  P. palustris,  Ragged Robin  Lychnis flos-cuculi.

Tues. 28.05.02

David Ruthven received a report that a Redstart  Phoenicurus phoenicurus had been seen at Buxton Heath on this day. Unfortunately, David did not get the name of the observer, but the species (especially the male) is very distinctive. 

