BUXTON  HEATH  WILDLIFE  GROUP

The latest news from the heath!       Issue  181       Dated 28.04.02

No 714   Sat. 27.04.02    Mainly sunny, with occasional showers.

Colin Thompson, Len Wise, Hamish Dublon, Paul Woolnough, Phil Davison, Stuart Rickards, Nathalie Kausch, Doug Arkell,  & Colin Penny = 9.

BRASH BURNING (A.M.) - STUDY TIME (P.M.)

Once again, we worked on the dry heath, north of the stream source. 

Birds:  Yellowhammer  Emberiza citrinella, Snipe  Gallinago gallinago,  Green Woodpecker  Picus viridis,  Linnet  Acanthis cannabina, Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita,  Willow Warbler  P. trochilus,  Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos - pair in central mire, Robin  Erithacus rubecula,  Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus - a pair mating in Alder Wood at eastern end of mire,  Swallow   Hirundo rustica - our first of the year, hunting over the mire,  Long-tailed Tit  Aegithalos caudatus.

Mammals:  Roe Deer  Capreolus capreolus.

Butterflies:  Green-veined White  Artogeia napi,  Brimstone  Gonepteryx rhamni.

Moths:  Drinker  Philudoria potatoria - larva seen,  unidentified Geometrid - an inch-long looper caterpillar, mainly brown.      

Coleoptera:  Green Tiger Beetle  Cicindela campestris.
Hemiptera:   Common Pond Skater  Gerris lacustris.

Plecoptera:  Stonefly  Leuctra fusca - many seen on tree trunks.

Crustacea:  Freshwater Shrimp  Gammarus pulex.

Hymenoptera:  Bumble Bee  Bombus terrestris.

Herptiles:  Adder  Vipera berus  - five seen.

Plant Galls:  Oak Apple Gall on buds of  Oak Quercus sp. caused by Gall Wasp  Biorhiza pallida - these "fresh" examples were still fairly small and flushed with a deep red colour. The galls will become brown in May when they mature, and the adult wasps (male and female, and fully winged) will emerge in July. After mating, the females will penetrate the soil and lay eggs on the rootlets of oak. Small, walnut-like galls (approx. 8 mm in diameter) form on the rootlets, and some 16 months later, wingless (5mm long) females will emerge, 

climb the tree trunk, and lay eggs on a suitable bud to start the whole two-year life cycle again!

Also found on oak on the day were the Funnel-shaped Galls of Gall Wasp Andricus quercuscorticus which were set deeply into the bark of  branches. Our specimens had the top of the chambers removed, possibly by predators.

On birch we found an abnormal growth which has taken the place of leaves on a twig and is known as Big Bud Gall caused by the Gall Mite Eriophyes calycophthirus. The structure produced is rosette-like in appearance.

I am grateful to Norfolk's Gall Recorder, Rex Hancy, for confirming the identity of the two last-mentioned species, which were, in effect, 'new' species for the Group.

In flower:   Marsh Marigold  Caltha palustris  Lady's Smock  Cardamine pratensis,  Climbing Corydalis  Corydalis claviculata, Common Gorse  Ulex europaeus,  Lesser Spearwort  Ranunculus flammula,  Marsh Valerian  Valeriana dioica,  Field Woodrush  Luzula campestris,  Lousewort  Pedicularis sylvatica - many plants in flower adjacent to Frog Hollow at Northern Track, Wild Strawberry  Fragaria vesca - cleared area of central mire, Tormentil  Potentilla erecta,  Common Milkwort  Polygala vulgaris.  

Not in flower:  Common Twayblade  Listera ovata -  small flower spikes forming.

