BUXTON  HEATH  WILDLIFE  GROUP

The latest news from the heath!       Issue  180       Dated 26.04.02

No 713   Sat. 20.04.02                  Sunny and warm.

Colin Thompson, David Ruthven, Paul Woolnough, Phil Davison,  Hamish Dublon, Michelle Margot, Elizabeth Daly, Hannah Moores, Antoinette Gregory, Andy Dolman, Stuart Rickards, & Colin Penny = 12.

STUDY DAY

As the intended work site was too dry to burn cut gorse brash safely, we decided to make the most of the day by studying and logging species.

Joining us for the first time was Stuart Rickards, who had been a student at UEA, and we also welcomed back Andy Dolman who was paying a one-off visit from Birmingham.

Birds:  Yellowhammer  Emberiza citrinella, Green Woodpecker  Picus viridis,  Great Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocopos major,  Great Tit  Parus major,     Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs, Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita,  Willow Warbler  P. trochilus,  Pheasant  Phasianus colchicus - 2 males, 1 female,   Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos - pair in central mire, Robin  Erithacus rubecula,  Woodcock  Scolopax rusticola,  Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea - overflight, Meadow Pipit  Anthus pratensis,  Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus,  Sparrowhawk  Accipiter nisus,  Nuthatch  Sitta europaea,  Greylag Goose  Anser anser - 2 overflying.

Mammals:  Roe Deer  Capreolus capreolus - 2 seen in Woodland Spine area,  Fox  Vulpes vulpes,  Rabbit  Oryctolagus cuniculus,  Water Vole  Arvicola terrestris - holes found in banks of stream in Mervyn Williamson's meadows.

Butterflies:  Green-veined White  Artogeia napi,  Comma  Polygonia c-album  Peacock  Inachis io,  Speckled Wood  Pararge aegeria,  Brimstone  Gonepteryx rhamni - both sexes,  Orange Tip  Anthocharis cardamines - several males seen in the mire.

Moths:  Common Heath  Ematurga atomaria,  Maiden's Blush  Cyclophora punctaria - northern heath - double-brooded, flying in May/June (and this one in April !) and August. The larvae are found on oak and birch in July and September. Overwinters as a pupa.

Coleoptera:  7-spot Ladybird  Coccinella 7-punctata,  Green Tiger Beetle  Cicindela campestris,  Whirligig Beetle  Gyrinus natator,  Violet Ground Beetle  Carabus violaceus.

Hemiptera:   Common Pond Skater  Gerris lacustris,  Green Shield Bug  Palomena prasina.

Plecoptera:  Stonefly  Leuctra fusca - sunning themselves on Willow stems.

Hymenoptera:  Spider-hunting Wasp  - probably Anoplius viaticus - flicking wings,  Black Garden Ant  Lasius niger.

Diptera: Owl Midge  Pericoma fuliginosa.

Araneae:  Orb-web Spider  Araniella cucurbitina,  Wolf Spider  Pisaura mirabilis,  Wolf Spider  Pardosa amentata - carrying egg sac at rear.

Neuroptera:  Green Lacewing  Chrysoperla carnea.

Odonata:  Large Red Damselfly  Pyrrhosoma nymphula - a few recently emerged specimens.

Orthoptera:  Common Groundhopper  Tetrix undulata - nymphs seen.

Herptiles:  Grass Snake  Natrix natrix - including 3-4ft female in Mervyn's meadows,  Common Frog  Rana temporaria,  Common Lizard  Lacerta vivipara,  Adder  Vipera berus  - several sightings of single snakes.

In flower:   Marsh Marigold  Caltha palustris  Lady's Smock  Cardamine pratensis,  Dog Violet  Viola sp., Dandelion  Taraxacum officinale,  Common Milkwort  Polygala vulgaris,  Common Gorse  Ulex europaeus,  Marsh Valerian  Valeriana dioica, Lousewort  Pedicularis sylvatica - in centre of Northern Track (up the hill).

Not in flower:  Marsh Fern  Thelypteris palustris (thelypteroides) - first colts appearing,  Wild Angelica  Angelica sylvestris - leaves,  Common Twayblade  Listera ovata - leaves.

