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BRASH BURNING (A.M.) - STUDY TIME (P.M.)

Once again, our attempts to burn up the remaining cut gorse brash were curtailed by the strong wind. Therefore, we spent the rest of the day studying and logging species.

Had we continued working, we would have missed some remarkable reptile observations.

We saw a male Adder chasing a female through the vegetation prior to the pair of them settling down in a suitable spot. Then, the male spent quite a long time sliding over the female, tasting her entire length with flicks of his tongue.

The male was highly excited and his body movements very jerky. An unsuccessful male tracked the pair from a distance, before disappearing into the undergrowth. We assume that copulation took place, but this could not be confirmed as the pair of Adders were in quite dense vegetation.

We witnessed much the same thing, with another pair, at a different part of the site.

Although these observations were impressive, the most spectacular occurred at the northern boundary of the site, just east of the main gateway to the Great Wood. As Colin, Phil, Ian and myself scoured the south-facing bank for reptiles, we saw a pair of Adders, obviously males, starting to entwine in the ritual battle known as the "Dance of the Adders".

As I attached my zoom lens, the snakes actually moved through the perimeter fence towards us and onto a patch which had been recently mown by forage harvester. This meant that we were given a clear view of the "Dance". They must have realised we were there but were too caught up in their test of strength to stop.

As they wound around each other, their heads reared up, in Cobra-like manner. There was so much tension in their entwined bodies that, occasionally, they would spring apart with such force that they momentarily flipped upside down. Immediately, they would then re-engage

We watched and photographed them as they moved along the open ground. Eventually, they passed through the boundary fence and then went their separate ways. It was unclear which was the victor and which was the vanquished.

Birds:  Yellowhammer  Emberiza citrinella, Snipe  Gallinago gallinago - 2 seen, Green Woodpecker  Picus viridis,  Great Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocopos major,  Linnet  Acanthis cannabina, Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita,   Pheasant  Phasianus colchicus - 1female, 2 males,  Long-tailed Tit  Aegithalos caudatus,  Red-legged Partridge  Alectoris rufa,  Meadow Pipit  Anthus pratensis.

Mammals:   Water Vole  Arvicola terrestris  - several holes seen in stream bank in central mire area.

Butterflies:  Speckled Wood  Pararge aegeria.

Coleoptera:  7-spot Ladybird  Coccinella 7-punctata.
Plecoptera:  Stonefly  Leuctra fusca - sunning themselves on Willow stems.

Araneae:  Orb-web Spider  Araniella cucurbitina - green, with red patch.

Herptiles:  Common Lizard  Lacerta vivipara,  Adder  Vipera berus  - see main report above.

Fishes:  Three-spined Stickleback  Gasterosteus aculeatus - in stream.

In flower:   Marsh Marigold  Caltha palustris  Lady's Smock  Cardamine pratensis,  Dog Violet  Viola sp.,  Field Woodrush  Luzula campestris,  Common Gorse  Ulex europaeus,  Marsh Valerian  Valeriana dioica.

Not in flower:  Spotted Orchid  Dactylorhiza sp., - first spotted leaves appearing.

