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The latest news from the heath!       Issue  178       Dated 08.04.02

No 711   Sat. 06.04.02     Sunny, but with a cold NE wind.

Colin Thompson, Len Wise, David Ruthven, Paul Woolnough, Phil Davison & Colin Penny = 6.

BRASH BURNING (A.M.) - STUDY TIME (P.M.)

We started by burning up some of the brash which had been cut on previous visits. However, we ceased the operation for safety reasons as the strong north-easterly wind threatened to spread our bonfire onto the surrounding heather.

We spent the rest of the day studying and logging species.

Birds:  Yellowhammer  Emberiza citrinella, Snipe  Gallinago gallinago - 3 seen, Jay  Garrulus glandarius,  Green Woodpecker  Picus viridis,  Great Tit  Parus major,  Siskin  Carduelis spinus - flock of about 8 at Northern Boundary,  Linnet  Acanthis cannabina - small flock,  Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs, Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita,  Skylark  Alauda arvensis - airborne, singing,  Pheasant  Phasianus colchicus - female flushed from mire,  Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos - pair in central mire + a female with 7 small fluffy ducklings at Western Mire,  Mistle Thrush  Turdus viscivorus,  Robin  Erithacus rubecula.

Mammals:  Roe Deer  Capreolus capreolus - 2 seen in central mire area.

Butterflies:  Green-veined White  Artogeia napi,  Comma  Polygonia c-album.

Moths:  Orange Underwing  Archiearis parthenias,  Early Grey  Xylocampa areola - (feeds on Honeysuckle).      

Coleoptera:  7-spot Ladybird  Coccinella 7-punctata,  Green Tiger Beetle  Cicindela campestris.
Hemiptera:   Common Pond Skater  Gerris lacustris.

Plecoptera:  Stonefly  Leuctra fusca - sunning themselves on Willow stems.

Crustacea:  Freshwater Shrimp  Gammarus pulex.

Hymenoptera:  Spider-hunting Wasp  - probably Anoplius viaticus.

Herptiles:  Grass Snake  Natrix natrix,  Common Frog  Rana temporaria - free-swimming tadpoles in "Frog Hollow",  Common Lizard  Lacerta vivipara - 2 seen,  Adder  Vipera berus  - approx. 20 sightings.

Plant Galls:  Bud Gall on terminal buds of  Oak Quercus sp. caused by Gall Wasp  Andricus inflator.

In flower:   Marsh Marigold  Caltha palustris  Lady's Smock  Cardamine pratensis,  Dog Violet  Viola sp.  Climbing Corydalis  Corydalis claviculata,  Bluebell  Hyacinthoides non-scriptus,  Rowan  Sorbus aucuparia - early green buds,  Dandelion  Taraxacum officinale,  Blackthorn  Prunus spinosa.

