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No 710    Sat. 30.03.02        Mainly sunny, with a cool breeze.

Colin Thompson, Len Wise, David Ruthven, Paul Woolnough, & Colin Penny = 5.

STUDY DAY

Birds:  Yellowhammer  Emberiza citrinella,  Snipe  Gallinago gallinago,  Jay  Garrulus glandarius,  Green Woodpecker  Picus viridis,  Great Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocopos major,  Meadow Pipit  Anthus pratensis,  Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita,  Woodcock  Scolopax rusticola,  Long-tailed Tit  Aegithalos caudatus,  Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus - pair,  Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes,  Robin  Erithacus rubecula,  Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos - pair.

Mammals:  Roe Deer  Capreolus capreolus - 2 seen,  Fox  Vulpes vulpes, Rabbit  Oryctolagus cuniculus.

Butterflies:  Peacock  Inachis io,  Comma  Polygonia c-album,  Brimstone  Gonepteryx rhamni - both sexes seen.

Moths:  The Engrailed  Ectropis bistortata,  Orange Underwing  Archiearis parthenias.      

Coleoptera:  7-spot Ladybird  Coccinella 7-punctata,  Green Tiger Beetle  Cicindela campestris,  Whirligig Beetle  Gyrinus natator,  Wood-boring Beetle  Glischrochilus hortensis.
Hemiptera:   Common Pond Skater  Gerris lacustris.

Orthoptera:  Common Groundhopper  Tetrix undulata - nymph.
Hymenoptera:  Bumble Bee  Bombus terrestris,  Black Garden Ant  Lasius niger,  Spider-hunting Wasp  (black with red abdomen, possibly Anoplius viaticus).

Araneae:   Orb Web Spider  Agalenatea redii   -  variant with 2 white, comma shaped markings at front of abdomen (see p. 257 of Dick Jones' spider book).
Herptiles:  Grass Snake  Natrix natrix - approx. 7 sightings,  Common Lizard  Lacerta vivipara,  Adder  Vipera berus - approx. 9 sightings.

Plant Galls:  Cola-nut Gall on axillary buds of Oak Quercus sp., caused by Gall Wasp Andricus lignicola.  These galls produce agamous females in June-July which will lay unfertilised eggs in axillar or terminal buds of oak branches. Inside these buds tiny galls develop, ripening in February. 

The adults (males and females) hatch out in March-April. After fertilization, the female founds another generation which develops in spherical galls.

In flower:   Marsh Marigold  Caltha palustris, Common Gorse  Ulex europaeus,  Lady's Smock  Cardamine pratensis,  Dandelion  Taraxacum officinale.

