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No 709    Sat. 23.03.02        Sunny and warm.

Colin Thompson, Len Wise, David Ruthven, Phil Davison, & Colin Penny = 5.

BRASH BURNING - DRY HEATH, NORTH OF STREAM SOURCE

Although the day was far too nice for work, we lit a bonfire and proceeded to burn the cut birch and gorse brash from last time, and also cut a little more straggly gorse.

However, the wonderful day, together with its promise of basking reptiles proved too great a temptation, and we were soon searching out suitable basking locations.

Although not by design, we all went our separate ways. Once united at lunchtime, it was obvious from our individual reports that this would go down as a record-breaking day for reptile records at Buxton Heath.

During the day as a whole, there were approximately 50 Adder sightings, 4 Grass Snakes, 1 Slow-worm, and several Common Lizards of various ages. Although these reptile numbers were impressive, it was the manner in which some were basking that was, once again, a topic of excited  conversation among Group members.

My first sighting at the western end of the Northern Boundary Bank featured 3 Adders curled up with a young, light-olive Grass Snake with a very light yellow collar.

Later, at the eastern end of the same boundary, we found more Adders basking with two more Grass Snakes. All then slipped away, or so we first thought. But Phil spotted a female Adder still in place. As he looked closer, he discovered a large Slow-worm draped across the Adder. Once again, we had a prey species (in this case, the legless lizard) curled up with a predator !

In the central mire, north of the stream, we found another Adder. As it slipped into cover, we discovered a dead or paralysed Field Vole on the ground. It looks like the Adder had been hunting and we had interrupted its meal.

Phil decided to wait for the re-appearance of the snake, but gave up after about thirty minutes, thinking that we'd caused too much disturbance. About an hour later, in a bid to satisfy his curiosity, Phil returned to the scene to find that the rodent victim had been claimed. But….was it by the Adder, or something else?

Other notable sightings, this time on the bird front, were the return of the Woodlark, and also a Ring Ouzel, which overflew Mervyn Williamson's meadows twice.

Birds:  Yellowhammer  Emberiza citrinella,  Snipe  Gallinago gallinago - 4 seen, Jay  Garrulus glandarius,  Green Woodpecker  Picus viridis,  Woodcock  Scolopax rusticola,  Great Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocopos major,  Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos - pair in mire, Moorhen  Gallinula chloropus,  Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus - pair,  Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita,  Coal Tit  Parus ater,  Long-tailed Tit  Aegithalos caudatus - seen with nesting material, Magpie  Pica pica,  Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes,  Siskin  Carduelis spinus, Woodlark  Lullula arborea - song flight, high over site,  Meadow Pipit  Anthus pratensis,  Stock Dove  Columba oenas - a single, flying across site, Ring Ouzel  Turdus torquatus - a single, two flights over Mervyn's meadows.

Mammals:  Roe Deer  Capreolus capreolus - 1 seen, northern heath,  Red Deer  Cervus elaphus - two seen, Muntjac  Muntiacus reevesi,  Rabbit  Oryctolagus cuniculus,  Field Vole  Microtus agrestis - prey victim,  Mole Talpa europaeus - several hills seen.

Butterflies:  Small Tortoiseshell  Aglais urticae

Dermaptera:  Earwig  Forficula auricularia.

Coleoptera:  7-spot Ladybird  Coccinella 7-punctata,  2-spot Ladybird  Adalia bipunctata - black variant with two red 'commas', a few seen on Sallow.

Hymenoptera:  Bumble Bee  Bombus terrestris. 

Diptera:  Owl Midge  Pericoma fuliginosa.

Herptiles:  Adder  Vipera berus, Grass Snake  Natrix natrix,  Slow-worm  Anguis fragilis - 15" specimen,  Common Lizard  Lacerta vivipara, Common Frog  Rana temporaria - spawn seen, several locations.

In flower: Common Gorse  Ulex europaeus, Dog Violet  Viola sp.,  Marsh Marigold  Caltha palustris,  Lesser Celandine  Ranunculus ficaria,  Lady's Smock  Cardamine pratensis,   Alder  Alnus glutinosa - catkins, Grey Willow  Salix cinerea,  Blackthorn  Prunus spinosa .

