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SCRUB CLEARANCE - NORTH OF STREAM SOURCE

An unexpected sunny day greeted our arrival at the site. In fact, it became so warm that T-shirts became the order of the day.

We concentrated on the dry heath area north of the Stream Source, clearing almost all the remaining gorse from the old work site.

We burned the brash at two fire sites to save dragging the cuttings too far through tall heather. This also meant that we could despatch the cuttings twice as fast.

Colin Thompson worked at the Northern Track, clearing encroaching vegetation from the Marsh Lousewort area. As he returned to our work site, he sighted the Red Deer wandering across the heath.

Birds:  Yellowhammer  Emberiza citrinella,  Woodcock  Scolopax rusticola,  Meadow Pipit  Anthus pratensis,  Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs,  Skylark  Alauda arvensis - (airborne),  Great Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocopos major,  Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes,  Great Tit Parus major.

Mammals:  Red Deer  Cervus elaphus - 5 seen by Colin Thompson, northern heath.

Moths:  Plume Moth  - species unknown.

Coleoptera:  Dor Beetle  Geotrupes stercorarius,  7-spot Ladybird  Coccinella 7-punctata,  Whirligig Beetle  Gyrinus natator.

Herptiles:  Adder  Vipera berus - 14 seen by Colin Thompson,  Common Lizard  Lacerta vivipara - adults and juveniles seen,  Common Frog  Rana temporaria - adults and spawn seen, various locations.

In flower:  Common Gorse  Ulex europaeus, Marsh Marigold  Caltha palustris, Lesser Celandine  Ranunculus ficaria - one in flower, near "Lay-by", Dog Violet  Viola sp. - at base of Bracken Hills.

Not in flower:  Marsh Lousewort  Pedicularis palustris - new plants in evidence along central mire path.

