BUXTON  HEATH  WILDLIFE  GROUP

The latest news from the heath!       Issue 174       Dated 10.03.02

No 707    Sat. 09.03.02  Sunny, then cloudy, cold gale-force wind.

Colin Thompson, Len Wise, David Ruthven, Phil Davison, Liz Webb, Paul Woolnough, Hamish Dublon, Helen White, Hedda Sperling, & Colin Penny = 10.

CLEARANCE OF CUT VEGETATION - EASTERN MIRE

As we drove out to the site, little did we realise that the day would be so eventful. On arrival, the Voluntary Warden looked at the Southern Track, was aware that little or no rain had fallen recently, and therefore, decided to take the minibus into the site. Not content with reaching the "Lay-by" parking place, he decided to investigate further. This was his downfall, as the bus became stuck in the muddier-than-anticipated track.

After much pushing by Group members and several desperate attempts at freedom, the bus remained firmly in the muddy grip of the Southern Track. So, we did the only thing we could, have a cup of tea!

To make up for my rashness, I jogged across the heath to visit our old pal Mervyn Williamson at Common Farm, just down the road. In no time at all, I was riding alongside Mervyn in his big yellow Renault tractor (which seemed to be about the size of a house!) towards the site.

Once in the car park, I hopped out and walked ahead of the tractor to watch for overhanging branches which could damage the cab of the tractor or its radio antennae.

Mervyn stopped just behind the bus and we linked the vehicles using a chain, tow bar to tow bar. Mervyn impressed us with the way he manoeuvred  the large vehicle (in reverse!). Meanwhile I was watching my mirrors and making appropriate steering corrections to ensure the bus emerged unscathed from its muddy adventure.

Just time for a quick photograph of Mervyn with his tractor before he headed for home.

Due to the lost time, we decided to clear the vegetation which had been cut last time rather than cut even more. Even this proved difficult as the high winds tended to blow the cuttings off our "stretcher" as we tried to pile them on. 

Once the work was complete, we adjourned for lunch, and afterwards, collected the water level data.

On the way home, after dropping off Colin and Len, we suddenly came upon Police cars with blue lights flashing. We were near the junction of Church Street, Old Catton, and a large Holly tree had been blown over and was protruding over halfway across the road causing traffic chaos.

I parked the minibus in a side road, ran over to the scene, and asked a policeman if they had any saws. When he said "No", I told him not to worry, and in no time at all Hamish, Paul, Phil and myself were sectioning the Holly trunk with bowsaws. In 10 to 15 minutes all that remained of the tree was the thick base of the trunk, and the house owner arrived and said that he owned a chainsaw. So we left the rest to him and said our goodbyes.

We must have looked like a SWAT team, as seen in American cop shows, as we suddenly leapt into action. Although not getting a round of applause from the assembled crowd, we were thanked by the police and traffic wardens present. The prompt actions of BHWG meant that the authorities could cancel the call-out by the City Works tree people, enabling them to take care of other problems. Well done team!

Birds:  Yellowhammer  Emberiza citrinella,  Snipe  Gallinago gallinago - 1 flushed from heathland near Bracken Hills, Jay  Garrulus glandarius,  Meadow Pipit  Anthus pratensis.

Mammals:  Roe Deer  Capreolus capreolus - 2 seen,  Fox  Vulpes vulpes - male.

Butterflies:  Small Tortoiseshell  Aglais urticae.

Moths:  Yellow Horned  Achlya flavicornis galbanus.

Coleoptera:  Whirligig Beetle Gyrinus natator - a few seen on the stream. 

Herptiles:  Adder  Vipera berus - 5 seen basking in early sunshine.

In flower: Marsh Marigold  Caltha palustris, Common Gorse  Ulex europaeus. 

