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No 704    Sat. 16.02.02        Dry, overcast, then sunny.
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SCRUB CLEARANCE - HEATHLAND SITE - NORTH OF STREAM SOURCE

This week, we returned to the dry heath site to burn more cut brash and also to continue gorse scrub clearance.

New to the Group this week were Seb ( a flatmate of Ian), and also Nikki's boyfriend Pete, who had been threatening to visit the site with her on several occasions, but didn't quite make it until today.

The clearance work being carried out by the contractors is making a noticeable difference. One can see gaps appearing through the trees which fringe the western mire, and the 'chip mountain' is now large enough to produce heat. Nikki and Pete demonstrated this by disturbing the surface of the 'mountain', thereby releasing steam.

Although we lacked a Barn Owl this time, there was quite a nice line-up of birds this week. Perhaps the stars of the show were the Treecreeper and the Goldcrest. It was also nice to see our first Adder of the year.

Birds:   Snipe  Gallinago gallinago - approximately 13 seen,  Jack Snipe  Lymnocryptes minimus - 1 seen,  Jay  Garrulus glandarius,  Green Woodpecker  Picus viridis,  Woodcock  Scolopax rusticola,  Coal Tit  Parus ater,  Blue Tit  P. caeruleus,  Long-tailed Tit  Aegithelos caudatus,  Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes,  Pheasant  Phasianus colchicus - female flushed from mire,  Treecreeper  Certhia familiaris - a singing male in the Woodland Spine,  Goldcrest  Regulus regulus,  Song Thrush  Turdus philomelos.

Herptiles:  Adder  Vipera berus - 18" female basking at western end of Northern Boundary Bank (first sighting of 2002).

Coleoptera:  7-spot Ladybird  Coccinella 7-punctata. 

In flower: Common Gorse  Ulex europaeus.

