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SCRUB CLEARANCE - NORTH OF STREAM SOURCE

After the deluge of last week, it was wonderful to have a dry day to lift our spirits.

Unfortunately, the proposed management meeting had to be postponed due to the Reserves Manager of Norfolk Wildlife Trust, Peter Philp, having contracted influenza. Of course, this meant that we were able to complete quite a lot of scrub clearance, as opposed to merely talking about scrub clearance !    A new meeting date will have to be arranged.

After a couple of weeks working in the mire, this week we returned to the dry heath work site last visited on 12th January. Although using the same fire site, the birch-cutting operation is now spreading through the stands of heather, and up the hill in a northerly direction.

Some of the Group cleared gorse, birch and oak to the south-west of the fire site. One can certainly see how our efforts are changing this mini landscape, and arresting the scrubbing-up of the dry heath.

A new recruit from UEA this time was Alice Sheppard, who soon adapted to "heathy life", weighing in with lots of hard work, and also having a fun time.

The most impressive sighting was the Barn Owl which some of us saw hunting over the western mire just prior to our departure. The massive white wings really shone in the failing light. This was our first record of the species for at least two years.

Birds:  Yellowhammer  Emberiza citrinella, Green Woodpecker  Picus viridis,  Woodcock  Scolopax rusticola - 4 seen, various locations,  Meadow Pipit  Anthus pratensis,  Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus,  Barn Owl  Tyto alba.

Mammals:  Roe Deer  Capreolus capreolus - seen by Nathalie.

Hymenoptera:  Bumble Bee  Bombus terrestris.

In flower: Common Gorse  Ulex europaeus.

