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No 700    Sat. 26.01.02     Steady rain after arrival, then monsoon !

Colin Thompson, Len Wise, David Ruthven, Phil Davison, Sally Firth, Ian Smith, Hamish Dublon, Michelle Margot, Jane Edgar, Nikki Lightfoot, Hedda Sperling (Bielefeld, Germany), & Colin Penny = 12.

SCRUB CLEARANCE - CENTRAL MIRE - EAST OF POWER LINE

We decided to continue clearing the invasive gorse scrub from the mire, with the idea of working our way steadily eastwards.

Soon after the work commenced, and I had started a bonfire, rain arrived from the west. The rain continued in a steady fashion throughout the morning,  which meant that my camera had to remain in its case. Those who know me will realise that not being able to record events at the site on film sends me into a state of trauma.

As we gathered at the fire site for lunch, the rain abated slightly, allowing us to toast our food items reasonably well. As we drew to the end of our lunch break, the weather played another nasty trick on us by depositing a very heavy rain shower on the site. In fact, we thought the monsoon season had arrived!

After some discussion, it was felt that we couldn't continue as so many of us were soaked to the skin. We gathered up our tools and equipment and headed back to the car park.

So far, I had taken no photographs at all, but was determined to get a Group photograph, at least. Luckily, everyone present felt sympathetic, and posed in the rain whilst the camera (tripod-mounted inside the minibus) took the shot.

New UEA lady Hedda Sperling enjoyed her debut, even though she appeared on one of the worst days for weather we'd ever experienced. 

The terrible conditions prevented the re-installation of Dirk's water pressure 'Divers', and the collection of the water level readings. I hoped to complete these tasks the next day. 

There were few wildlife sightings as we couldn't see through the rain !!

Birds: Jack Snipe  Lymnocryptes minimus - flushed from the mire by David.

Mammals:  Fox  (Fuchs)  Vulpes vulpes - a large male with a fine tail (known as a 'brush') - seen by David

No. 701   Sun. 27.01.02           Overcast………. but dry !!

AN HOUR-LONG VISIT TO COMPLETE HYDROLOGICAL TASKS

The Voluntary Warden arrived at the site at 0845 to take advantage of the dry conditions following the deluge of the previous day.

I was anxious to re-install Dr Dirk Boeye's water pressure loggers so that another week of data would not be lost.

As Dirk could not download the data from the loggers to a lap-top computer during his recent visit, he had no option but to take the units back to Belgium and download them there.

The parcel returning the loggers arrived at my home in the middle of last week. A list of the serial numbers was e-mailed to me so that the correct loggers would be re-installed in the correct tubes. The information is as follows:

15010  =  2.1     14775 = 3.1    15011 = 3.2    15013 = 4.1    15012 = 4.2 

There is one other logger, hidden above the ground, which is used to measure atmospheric pressure:          

                                                         14766

I also took the water level readings from each of Dirk's 14 dip wells, which was the other job postponed from yesterday.

I paid a brief visit to the work site of the contractors, as Jane, Nikki and Colin had informed me yesterday that the monorail system was up and running. I was able to take a set of photographs to record this rather unusual method of working. 

I will probably pay a week-day visit to the site at some point, as it would be very interesting to see the system in action. 

